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A short story of the Byerland Church and the com- 
munity in which it grew up from its very beginning until 


the present time. 


RuHopa H. CAMPBELL 
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Foreword 
7 Oréewore 


In this paper I do not attempt to give a complete history of the 
Byerland Community. To do so would have required weeks of intensive 
research and I was forced by circumstances beyond my control to con- 
dense my research to a ten day period. However, even if the history 
is not complete it is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate and sufficient 
to give an account of the beginnings of the community and its continued 
socio-religious growth down to the present time. 

For purposes of information as well as adding interest to the paper 
J have in many instances used the original instead of the modern spelling 
of some proper names. In some instances where there may be danger of 
confusion both spellings are given. 
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My earliest recollections of Byerland are filled with curiosity as 
well as deep reverence. This little church built of Loe red bricks with 
white shutters and window frames and settled in the midst of a grove 
of maple trees by a country crossroads seems to radiate something of days 
long past. 

Today this little church is our church to a group of over two- 
hundred members to whom its early history is still unknown. Various 
versions of a rumor have been passed on from generation to generation 
that an old couple by the name of Beyer donated the land for the church 
property, but these are so vague and uncertain that one hesitates to tell 
them as facts. 


Recently interest in the early history of the community has been 
aroused. Who were the first settlers? When did they move in? Where 
did they come from? How did they earn their living? If one would know 
the answer to these and similar questions it must be dug out of the silent 
past. So silent is this past that the task is enormous and almost impossible. 
However, there are sufficient fragmentary bits of records available for one 
to build at least a skeleton if not a fully developed picture of the early 
years of the community. 


I have attempted to answer the above questions but many places 


and incidents remain in obscurity. It would be interesting if the picture 
could be further developed. However, I do feel that this brief history is 
complete enough to give us a fuller appreciation of the lives and labors of 
our forefathers as well as a brief review of the community down to the 
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Chapter Ws 


John le BY ERUAN D 


On October 16, 1710, the original order was given to survey 10,000 acres of land 
on the Pequea Creek to Rudolph Bundely and others.!. These are the orders on which 
the original Lancaster County settlement of Mennonites at Willow Street was surveyed. 
The above map,” Fig. 1, shows the extent of the original 10,000 acres upon which the 
first Mennonite settlers settled. In the years following 1710 there was a steady stream 
of Mennonite immigrants into this settlement. The leaders of the colony took a keen 
interest in their brethren and did all they could to make it easy and appealing for them 
to come to this new land. One of the ways in which they did this was to act as land 
agents for them. By 1717 this settlement had outgrown its bounds and many of their 
brethren were still waiting to come over. To provide a home for sie in this new land 
Martin Kendigg (Kendig) and Hans Heer (Herr) on November 22, 1717 had surveyed 
out to them another tract of 5,000 acres along the Conestoga and Pequea Creeks in 
Lancaster County.* Apparently the work ne surveying and dividing this land into lots 
was begun in 1719.4 However, these lots were not all sold immediately and when the 
great influx of Mennonites came over in 1 736 some of them settled on this tract.® 


It would be very interesting to know the exact boundaries of this tract but in the 
surveys it is bounded by such insecure things as a willow tree at a bend in the creek, 
a stone in the middle of the road, or a post on a certain hill. For this reason they have 
not yet been definitely determined. Nevertheless the northeastern corner of this lot 
seems to come near the crossroads just south of Willow Street near the place where 
Mylin Haverstick now lives. From there it seems to follow a fairly straight line south 
until it strikes the Pequea Creek and follows the creek west as far as Baumgartner’s s 
Mill. From the cae mentioned northeast corner the line goes directly west for a 
distance of approximately one and one-half miles, then turns south and encloses what 
is now known as Baumgartner’s Station. This description bounds only the eastern part 
of the lot as well as a portion of the north and south sides es, but since no materials are on 
hand to give me accurate information I shall refrain from guessing how far wes 
extended. 


wh 
it 


Near the southern border of this grant where the Byerland Church and Community 
grew up, the land is quite hilly. There are small streams flowing through most of the 
valleys. The historic Pequea Cenk winds through the fertile Pequea Valley, an area 
on the eastern border of the Byerland Community. (See Figs. 4 and 5 for a view of this 
part of the community.) At the same time that Byerland was growing up two other 
Mennonite communities, New Danville and River Corner, were also growing up. Since 
the three churches have always been in the same circuit, been served by ae same 
ministers, and often attended by the same people it will be necessary to include them 
in this study so that a total picture of the whole may be seen. The list of early iand 
owners in this section Tadhls such names as Mayer, Kaigy, Graaf, Breneman, Funk, 
Faber, Beam, Hoober, Boyer, and Farrer.6 Today some of thése same names with 
modernized spelling, are still Naa; in frags community. 


'Taylor Papers, Philadelphia, October 16, 1710, from L.C.H.S., Vol. XXV. 


*The Youth Christian Companion, Map of First Settiement of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, p. 450, Vol. XXVI, 
328. Feby 250) 1O4S2 


*Philadelphia Patent Book A., Vol. G., p. 25. 

sTbid. 

éStrossburger and Hinke. Pennsylvania Cerman Piogneers—A Ship List. 
8Old Wills and Deeds of Lancaster County. 
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Most of the early deeds gave the owner the right to hunt, fish, cut timber, and dig 
beneath the surface of the land if he so desired. That something like this should be 
included in every deed with so much care and emphasis seems rather strange. Does 
not one have the right to one’s own property? If you recall the history of the Reforma- 
tion with related church history you will remember that most of the Mennonites were 
peasants and that the peasants in Europe had a hard struggle to obtain these rights. The 

: rich landlords insisted that the peasants had no right to these things while the peasants 
insisted that they did have a right to them.‘ Perhaps this was our forefathers’ way of 
making sure that they would have these rights in their new home. In this new land 
the only restriction on their property was a yearly quit-rent of Y shilling or 12 cents 
per acre.® It is a well known fact that the Scotch-Irish rebelled against this quit-rent, 
but the Mennonites even if they had objections to it paid it without any fuss. 


SoME EARLY SETTLERS 


Three of the first settlers were John Lines, Hans Boyer, and Widow (Jaco 
Hoober. Of these three John Lines was the earliest settler. In 1718 he bought 900 acres 
of land plus the usual allowance for roads.® This land lay to the east of the road that 
now runs from Mt. Hope school to the Byerland Church and to the north of ae road 
running from the church to Route 72 but it did not extend as far east as Aa 72 . The 
land of Hans Boyer joined that of John Lines and Widow Hoober. (See Figs. 6 and 7 
on the center page.) 





Just how long Widow Hocber was in #me erica before she bought this farm is not 
known but it 1s quite possible that her husband died on the way across the ccean in 
1736 and she herself bought the farm October 20, 1736,!° the same date on which her 
neighbor Hans Boyer bought his farm.4? According to the ship ae ts Bs 1736 Hans 
Melchior Boyer came across in September of 1736,)* came on to Lancaster County and 
on October 20, 1736 purchased his farm. Since the two are neighbors an nd bought their 
farms at the same time it is quite possible that Hans Boyer assist ed his friend’s wido 
in her purchases. Barbara Hoober, widow of Jacob, bought h riarin. of 110: acres, pl 
the usual allowance for roads, for 10 pounds and 10 shi llings, or about $50.40. This we 
less than 50 cents per acre. She kept the farm ies a short time and then ig rrec 
it to her son, John. Hans Boyer bought his fa BE 119 acres plus the usual allowanc 
of 6 acres per every 100 acres for roads, etc., ve od Pomc or $100-8090 hich was 
approximately the same rate per acre as the Ho ober farm.34 


fay) Sif in a) 


LIVING CONDITIONS 


Several hundred Mennonites came to America in 1736 and the majority of them 


arrived here in the fall of that year. One must wonder how they survived the first 
winter. What did they eat? They could not have brought much along and it was toc 
late in the season to raise any thing. Their brethren who were fee before them must 
have provided them with food. We can scarcely realize the hardship of supplying so 
many people with food. Where did they live? Was it with their brethren or be as ‘it bs 
dug-outs. and sod houses?) One man, Hans Hess, who came to America in 1718 and 
lived between the Mill Creek and the Cone stoga River near Lampeter but ies moved 


- into the Byerland Community built his first house of tow cloth, something similar to 
heavy canvas, which he ae along from Switzerland. His second ae se was of 


TRedner Der Revolution Band VI, Thomas Munzer—Berlin. 1926, p. 50. 
Philadelphia Patent Book A., Vol. 11, p. 411. 

Sfhid. 

lo] bid. 

Philadelphia Patent Book A., Vol. G., p. 25. 

2Colonial Records, Vol. [V, p. 59. 

Philadelphia Patent Book’ A., Vol. G., p. 23. 
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Figure 4—Some hills and valleys 
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Figure 5—Along the Pequea Creek 
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hickory and bark.1! May we not assume that many others did as he did? To succeed 
in a wilderness such as they came into they were forced to help each other and be 
genuinely interested in the welfare of their neighbors. It is quite interestit 
that this neighborliness sometimes led to the marriage altar. Barbara Boyer, t 
daughter of Hans Boyer, married Henry, the grandson of John Line.?° 


ng to note 
the grand- 

Jacob and Barbara Beam owned 381 acres of land in the northeastern corner of 
this 5,000 acre plot at the place where it joined the original 10,000 acres. In 1734 they 
sold it to their son Martin.’® Another son, Abraham, owned land adjoining that of 
Martin.!* Martin Beam (Boehm) of whom we shall hear more later, was very active 
in the Mennonite church and it was perhaps his father who was one of the tru 
who bought the land for the Byerland and New Danville churches. 


- 


Some of these early settlers did not keep their farms many years but others kept 
them in the same family for generations. Hans Boyer sold his farm to his son Samuel. 
Samuel sold it to Abraham Hess who may have been his son-in-law, but after this it 
was sold to some one outside the family and since then has frequently changed hands. 
Ulrick Hoober, a neighbor of Hans, sold his farm to Michael and Barbara Hess, son of 
the above mentioned Hans Hess, in 1744.18 Whether or not this farm stayed in the 
family is not known, but our present minister, Maris W. Hess, owns a farm in the 
vicinity of this one and is the great, great, great-grandson of Michael Hess.19 The farm 
bought by Widow Hoober was soon transferred to her son John, but it stayed in the 
family for almost two centuries. Beside this farm the Hoobers owned several other 
near-by farms. It is families such as this that helped to build up the community and 
the church. 


This community grew up as a farming community and it has remained essentiaily 
a farming community. However, as early as 1791 we find evidence that reek pent 
participated i in occupations other than farming. John Cunningham of Lancaster bought 
the. right to mine lead on the Hoober farm.*° Whether any lead was ever found is not 
known but early maps of this part of the county sometimes show the presence of lead 
and ore mines. 


It is interesting to note the advancing cost of land. When the original lots were soid 
they sold for approximately fifty cents an acre but twelve years later in 1748 when Hans 
Boyer sold his farm to Samuel, he sold it for $8.20 per acre.2!_In 1769 when Samuel 
sold the farm to Abraham Hess it sold for $23.40 per acre.?* Near the end of the 
century in 1785 when John Hoover sold the homestead to his son he sold it for $36.37 
an acre.23 Thus we see that in 50 years the price of land in this community increased 
from $.50 per acre to $36.57 per acre. This seems like a tremendous increase in price 
but one must remember that the Pus ng! purchases bought a plot of woodland, nothing 
more, whereas, when these same farms were resold they contained buildings and increas- 
ing amounts of tillable farm land. These added improvements and increasing value of 
land are evidences that the community was growing and prospering. 


In the early days roads were little more than foot paths and means of travel were 
slow and inadequate. Here in this community as in almost every community a hotei 
grew up to accommodate the travelers. Not much is known about this first hotel but 
recently an old sign with PEQUEA VALLEY HOTEL and the year 1794 painted on 


144Mennonite Historical Bulletin, Vol. II, #2, Hans Hess, Ira D. Landis. 
Lancaster Deed, O-89. 

Lancaster Deed, PP-61. 

WLancaster Deed, I 1-385. 

Lancaster Deed, D-411. 

Mennonite Historical Bulletin, Vol. ill, 32, Hans Hess, Ira D. Landis, 
2From John Huber, Sr., Articles of Agrzement. 

“il ancaster Deed, R-3-54. 

“2James Hess, Deed of 1769. 


2. ancaster Deed, 10-43. 


[8] 





of PETE nl 29g ONO luniteynioad’ Dont sl yoke: soaky sit 3s goby orn 00 La 


plites. “eu cae siel arom gestt Heals Sw moive Yo ( reste) emecel catteM, Tl ait 


7 ew; 


ET ooo oe ae 
. t i Fest , , al 7 
= ae) > 
‘ : ; , -_ , au 
* y > a bea OUD 


aes or thib wif ox bib ersio eoset 1D * sista aie ood 8 yoda 
we bin tortie pose qled or beset vipa sforlt ol Sri yadt af dave’ se risbt rig 
ston O? yaierular aap at 2ddgien aed) do sell set at stat yb 
baer ash aod awsdwd Canis sparrism ody of bal eomttsmoe 4 peri faey 
o satT ndel jo aeebrerg 4d? conse Beerem ago 


ehirae LP arr ee isp! ior aslt es! basl Be) 29101 {ae fs sve) atest pooner brig Seis 












































és : 


13 git Load Bornwo weld A i102 roan af umputd foe trol? wo 
nit -to saq enur, odur rode? eit etpeliog. bay 2 bre dvuwils. stmonmM 3 o 
 epdarisds, wlivgct wsVi bes bealiertl ade sot Baabods adguod ae 


ri, ful: SR ritisett ataskt ‘vad qo. 21 oie nslnc veo wel Jo sm08 78 
fot provet sah bles zay08l anelt’ ,2aarlenseay 708 ylunad gone Sat at 6 
| welarnoe ad aye aver Yo tate seoF{ ina is «lA o} 0 Gloe lousnil 


A:oeppant eel sort sont bre vitesse) ofp obiade si Sega Glas 


of creleett birg Martihh ib ert’ ab Wile etter to4 Adcmea s agdtert Si {J 
fa cet) aahe gon 7 ‘ge iorwy.. -* 4 RTI rit Pos arisht bsg eaeee tod e, 
; Beit AL srapiet pudetetegn Wivegig) Wee td werd See ae 
) ee $12] aaa nese. gadin soothe odtet bas sa0 bid lo Sait 


crs (EM! FUETUTA Ht AS seve THE i BOO WF 4d 
eencori. Sra Ces aiid LN wet ih tele w od 1 6 nile tor ‘ 
Bleue Os feat garky crttoas OUe Wel tty: a} i anrtst Kas | 


{cers 
fue , 2 
is 


kod 
. 


(no 
; .  orbawdse 
: | ; en 2 bree ve liciterndd anirtes? OM QP Wet (CONE ar We ; “ 
shee 1/si7 enqubrey at ses JETS 2a wen ER jovnwotl, oikonennes Bal tt id - 
osiol content gure tedteerndiaqess Deis ie Sy 
4 Loy ee Sipe AWE Bag T zothc Fd at ao bat I per xd : aa 
: 4 yet * Cy wey wrote Parrerorri station ate WM ieeq eset to 2 een ya 2d ok 
sien Fe rs 
LV WE naa -ortel to 3209 pat ysving orf? sdun OFS onitesn aah Cue 
Pi cttw 2+ ewe eeoy Slaw! de) FESR OG HUES “gti sith; KOT ie wet b ine 
ane aot Sef al “san wey OF,63 to} 2 bloe od Jouine of ors aid blog ats 
: bers "et? f ong wag Ob.£02 a0? blow a eesH medida Gaal sit 
626 wi 1 qe aid or bestescned vedo Lice vovenll adol aodve 6b nee 
yerraon att a: Gast Io suruy ald ergo 08 ni ted 52 ow suit. Wael 
OTN bindrer? « onl emiove andt TUCK “Woe; VE\OE2 Ot Sik wy VEE g 
vartbecvr Yo toby « igued aacndauep lanigne oft snd? yaad eee ae 
¢ Oe ; 1 WTR y VHT loeyr SSM cittet Sutthe 947Wtl Tee aye 


sy ears —_ vos at bebbs wolTl bast col oldie es anvomn® 


RSI Sih. WTHAUT che SUT ae th teas sanybPs ae bes 


esi7 Ievert to eonoca bes alter tout nila storm oli aoe ae he 

1 & Skiqennncs oy ne Ay cy nnatGy. emis at wish opxapoband, bre 
pitch dosed. tex® eelt aeods awed 3t our jor ae W603. a. Saboatowss sl 9 Ys 
a) Dewey FUE cowy oft Sas POH vENnee vf SAUD a> ee 


: aa (A of o& UnObY oe eS 
' PEO de 

pipes at 
ath a oh ee OO ee onthe isieaadtt f 
‘Seren ae Yo vata 2m gages ane 

sant eg 

tere: 
’ F : ; AMOS. gh ul ‘ 4 


. re ,, 
‘ j : ier ater 
i ty vA haf aay. / 
' . = = ed We nee A ‘ti ietaea 
ae) te : as d 
‘ . 7 fants e 
= ° * 








U ee Tn 
a tan etal eta 
COR RIO NS TE TS SS ee ne 
= — = i = = - 


it was found in the attic of the hotel.24 This sign appears to be the head of a beer keg. 

This old sign has been repainted and now stands in front of the hotel as silent evidence 
. 3 . I . 

that in the years which have come and gone the hotel has been a part of the community 


WoRLD CONDITIONS 


It is almost impossible for us of today to realize that a little more than 204 years 
ago the Indians were living where we now have our homes: but such is the ease. Many 
of us while tilling the fields that were once traversed by the Indians have found arrow 
heads or stone hatchets. Yes, we know that the Indians lived on this very land. The 
white children and the Indian children played together. H. Frank Eshleman in his 
Background and Annals records the following incident, “I have often seen the little 
Brennemans, children of a Mennonist | Mennonite} emigrant, playing in the most 
Sportive and innocent manner with the little red faces, and I never knew or heard of 
one little white face receiving an injury from their red brethren; that is, NO intentional 
injury. 9 


As time went on the usual conflicts between the Indians and the whites did take 
place. One must remember that the Mennonites were not the only settlers in this 
community and that in the entire County of Lancaster they were outnumbered by other 
settlers who perhaps did not always treat the Indians in a Christian manner: also that 
the Indians did not stay put in one certain place but roamed from place to place. All 
the white people in these areas were endangered if the Indians were bent on revenge. 
Lancaster County had its share of Indian troubles and at one time the Governor of 
Pennsylvania gave a belt of Wampum, as a token of peace, to the Conestoga Indians 
and required their friendship to the Palatines settled near Pequea.”® This writer goes 
on to say that, “as to the Palatines they are in their opinion safely seated.”?* As time 
went on the Indians were crowded out of their homes and hunting lands. According 
to the Colonial Records there was a reservation set aside for them at Conestoga Manor. 
Even here the Indians were not safe from the white men and one night many of them 
were cruelly massacred.°5 


The Germans, most of whom must have been Mennonites drew up a petition and 
presented it to P. Gordon asking for naturalization. No reason could be found to refuse 
this request, therefore he presented it to the Council at Philadelphia and they were 
made citizens.*° 


Little is known about how this community fared during the Revolutionary War. 
Tradition tells us, however, that the government confiscated the land of the Beams. 
Being non-resistant they refused to fight and were thought to be Tories. When this 
happened the Beams moved to Canada.3® We have no record that they ever came back 
and today there are no Boehm (the modern spelling of Beam) families living in our 
community. 


By 1790 there were 170 families living in Conestoga Township.2! This area is 
larger than the 5,000 acres of our community but it may be a fair estimate to say that 
at least half of that amount lived in what is now Pequea Township and with-in which 
this grant of 5,000 acres seems to fall. 


“Mrs. Clark. 
*H. Frank Eshleman, Historic Background and Annals, Lanc., Penna., Dad let eid 7 = 


. *Colonial Records, Vol. I, p. 333 


*"I bid. 

*8Colonial Records, Vol. IX, p. 147. 

Colonial Records, Vol. II, p.° 347. 

908. Miller Mytin. 

First Census of the United States, Heads of Families, 1790, State of Pennsylvania, Washington. 
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EDUCATION 


Schools!’ When were they started? While trying to solve this mystery Ellis and 
Evans say, “Just when, where, or by whom the pioneer school house in what is now 
Pequea township was built, is as profound a mystery to the oldest inhabitants as the 
question of who was Cain’s wife.” I agree with them. It seems quite probable that 
a school might have been built about the same time the first church was built. If in the 
1880's, the time when Ellis and Evans wrote, the oldest inhabitant could not remember 
when the first school was built, it must have been built before the turn of the century or 
some one would have been able to remember it. Tradition tells us that there was a little 
log school house on the Dan Williams farm which is now owned by Bruce Boggs. This 
school stood on the southwest corner of where the dirt road, which runs through the 
above mentioned farm, joined the hard road running from Linestown to Baumgartner’s. 


(See Fig. 8.) 


Most of the early settlers made their mark on all legal papers. We do not know 
if this was because they could not write or if they wrote only German while all legal 
papers were written in English. When Hans and Barbara Boyer made their mark, 
Barbara was satisfied with a plain simple B but Hans made a more elaborate and rather 
extraordinary mark.** (See Fig. 9 on center page.) 


“Lancaster was one of the important centers of Newspaper activity in Colonial 
days."34 Since Lancaster is only seven miles from this community I am sure the early 
residents read some of the Lancaster newspapers. The Lancaster Gazette was the first 
newspaper published. It was printed every other week during 1752 and had alternate 
columns of English and German. The second newspaper was begun in 1775 and was 
called Die Pennsylvanishe Zeitung (The Pennsylvania Newspaper). The third news- 
paper followed in 1787 and was called Neue Unpartheische Lancaster Zeitung und 
Anglige Nachrechten (meaning an unpartial paper which gives all the news). In 1794 
the Lancaster Journal began and this comes to our homes today as the Lancaster 
Intelligencer.®” 


RELIGIOUS LIFE 


It is impossible to tell only about the Byerland meeting house because the religious 
life of the Byerland community was very closely knit with the history of River Corner 
and New Danville. From the earliest times the ministers took turns preaching at each 
of these three churches and their Sunday Schools began about the same time. In fact; 
so closely were they associated that since New Danville was more-or-less centrally 
located serv'ces were held there every two weeks and alternated with Byerland and 
Raver Corner in such a manner that the people could attend all three churches if they 
so wished. The order of services ran: Byeiland, New Danville, River Corner, New 
Danville, etc. 


Of these three churches River Corner is the youngest. There is no record of build- 
ing the first church but in a deed from David Eshleman to Martin Miller in 1794 we 
find a reference to a plot of ground granted to the Mennonists for a place of worship 
and stating that a church had already been built.26 This took place about 1774. At that 
time it was known as Miller’s church. 

On July Ist, 1775, Stephen (Prinnaman} Brenneman and John (Burgholder) 


Burkholder gave a deed conveying one acre of land, together with the meeting house 


*Ellis and Evans, History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1883, p. 1010. 
Lancaster Deed, R-3-54. 

*tLibrary Lancaster Newspapers, Inc.—Pemphlet. 

“SI bid. 

“Lancaster Deed, S$S-114. 
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thereon erected, and the cemetery to Jacob Beam, Charles Christopher, and John Hare 
for the use of the Mennon‘st Congregation.” This is the plot of ground on which the 
New Danville church stands. The corner stone on the present church reads:°* 


Wohlan wir wollen auf den Berg 
Des Hern gehen und zu dem 
Hause des Gottes Jacobs 
dass er uns lehre seine Wege und wir in 
Seine Fuhstopfen treten und wandeln. 

Gebaut, 1755 lesaias Cap. 2 

Ernevert, 1855 

Translation: 


Come, we will go up to the mountain of the Lord and to the House of the God of 
Jacob that he will teach us his w ay and we will always follow in ay footsteps. 
Built 1755 isalan 22} 
Remodeled, 1855 


Thus we are sure that New Danville, formerly known as the Stone church was built 
Bt 3.2.. 

C. H. Smith, in his book Mennonites of America says that, “a Og house was erected 
in the region now called Byerland as early as 1747.°%" One would like to claim this 
early date as the time for the building of the original log meeting house. Early records 
show a deed dated Dec. 10, 1755, in which Samuel and Mary Boyer sold one acre of 
land for 20 shillings ($4.80) to Charles Christopher and Jacob Beam, elders of th 
“Menninist” congregation. “The said Samuel Boyer and Mary his wife . . . doth grant 
covenant and agree that they or either of them, the sai Menninist congregation, and 
their successors in the sure quiet and peaceable possession of the herein bargained 
premises." 4 When Samuel and Mary Boyer sold their farm to Abraham Hess the 
deed eet ae this sentence: “Reserving and retaini ng the right of one acre of land 
out of the said quantity sold which was granted unto the society of ore cailed 
Moenists for a public worship and burial ground.”*! In the early days it was quite 
common for people to buy a sell land among themselves without having the actual 
transaction recorded immediately. Frequent tly a “pumber af years passed before the deed 
was drawn up and recorded. This is Be) the reason why C. H. Smith states that 
the church was built several years before the deed was granted. 


as 


Fr 


This original house of worship, built in 1747, is still standing. Just when it wis 
moved from its original site is not known, but from then until the fall of 1949, this old 
church was on the property now owned by Charles Rineer of Linestown and was used 
as a storage shed. (See Fig. 10.) The picture gives a go ood idea of how the old church 
must have looked. The building is 20 feet 6 inches by 14 feet 2 inches by 6 feet + inches. 
At the back of the church hers is one door (seen in the Skreae The front wall is of 
stone and a large fireplace occupies two-thirds of this space. The only window in the 
left wall can be seen in the picture and in the right wall there is one door and one 
window.?? It is a sturdy building and was put together with wooden pegs. More 
information on the renovation of this old church will be given in a later chapter. 


coe 


Although we are not told where these people worshipped betore the churches wer 
built we are sure they worshipped and had an organized church or there would 
have been no elders to take charge of the legal matters necessary while building their 


first meeting houses. Evidently the meetings were held in homes until this time. There 
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Sf ancaster Deed, D-296. 

s Observation. 

2#C. H. Smith, Mennonites of Arerica, Goshen, Ind., 1909, p. 174. 
49 ancaster Deed, D-462. 

“James Hess, Deed of 1769. 
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Figure 11—Stone erected to the memory of Martin Beam ( 


in his life was a bishop in the Mennonite 
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is a lot of debate on what were the duties of an elder. Did he perform the duties of a 
minister or a deacon or a trustee? The question of who were our first ministers may 
never be known with Certainty. As early as 1725, the first conference of American 
Mennonites was held. Among others attending this conference was Christian Heer 
(Herr) from the Willow Street Colony and Hans Burgholtzer (Burkholder).43 Accord- 
ing to present day knowledge Hans Burkholder was the one who served our community 
as its first Bishop. He was an ordained man when he came across and settled to the 
northeast of the New Danville Church on the farm now known as the Rush place. The 
first ministers probably were Melchoir Breneman, -—— - 1737, father of Stephen who 
sold the land to the church, and Jacob Hostettler, —— - 1761.44 If elders were ministers 
then Jacob Beam (father of Martin Beam), Charles Christopher, and John Hare were 
the ministers while the two churches were being built. In 1773, some of the Skippack: 
brethren wrote a letter to their European brethren and in it they say, “Of Cannestogis 
and the surrounding places we will only give a few preachers and their names, and in 
the course of time will endeavor to prepare a more circumstantial account. For the 
present we will give only those confirmed preachers:* Bens Hirsch, Bens Schantz. 
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Figure 12—Tombstone marking the’ grave of Hans Hess dated 1733 
oD o> ton) 


Martin Bohm, Tobias Kriter, Frederich Kauffman, Michael Kauffman, and Hans 
Schants, junior. Other preachers are the following, though probably not more than one- 
sixth of them, since, as we hear, meetings are held in more than forty places. The names 
of the preachers whom we know are: Johan Bar, Johan Herp, Christian Hirschel, Bens 
Hirschel, junior, and Martin Huber.”*49 


A. tombstone to the memory of Martin Bohm (Boehm) is standing in the cemetery 
of the Boehm’s Methodist Church. (See Fig. 11.) Its inscription gives a brief account 
of his life, and says, “His end was peace.” Martin was a very unusual man. He began 
his ministry as a minister of the church in this community. Sometime later he wa 
ordained Bishop and served as our Bishop until he was set back from the church because 
of his liberalism. He then united with the United Brethren in Christ with whom he was 
quite active and labored hard for the founding of this church in America. Later in 
life he left this church to join the Methodists. It is on the land that was originally 


9) 


“6The Confession of Faith of the Christians Called Mennonists or German Baptists, Doylestown, 1814, Published by 
Asher Miner. 

“From Ira D. Landis. 

“Mennonite Quarterly Review, Oct., 1929, A Letter From Pennsylvania Mennonites to Holland in 1a. 


£6Obs. 


*The phrase, confirmed preachers, is from a German translation and is a term used for Bishop. 
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owned by the Beams that the Boehm’s Methodist Church, both the old and the new 
one, stands. On the corner stone of the old Boehm’s Church one reads that the church 
was built in 1781 and reopened in 1893.47 


Many of the activities, works, and doings of our forefathers, will perhaps forever 
remain a secret but we can catch a glimpse of them from their wills. They were con- 
cerned about the poor and gave money. with which to aid them. “I give and bequeath 
unto the poor of our meeting the sum of twenty pounds ($96) to be paid out of my 
estate by my hereafter mentioned executors, Jacob Beam and John Hare, the two elders 
of our meeting of Mennonists.’*48 They also were deeply concerned that those whoin 
they left behind should be faithful to God and true to their fellowmen. “It is my wil! 
that all them which I left behind in this world that they shall walk in the fear and 
love of God and men.”4? 


The little graveyards on the hillsides mutely tell their story. It is a story more of 
sorrows than joys but cccasionally even here one finds a joyful note. Sometimes their 
silent stones tell nothing but the name of the one whose grave they mark and in contrast 
there are some that give a very brief summary of the life of the deceased. The type of 
stone, the method of putting it up, and the inscription speak of the educational and 
economic standards of the time. They even speak of the health of the community. Rows 
of little graves from a few days to four, five, and six years tell of a high infant mortality 
as well as of the dreaded disease, diphtheria. One can almost picture these children 
who were in the best of health one day and the next day see them feverish and gasping 
for breath. Then, too, one is almost certain that tuberculosis must have caused the 
death of the many young men and women who died at the age most susceptible to that 
disease. Here also one can find the age at which many of the people married. True, the 
story is fragmentary but it often reassures one that the story fitted together by studying 
old records is correct. 


In a little cemetery on a hill near Baumgartner’s lies one of the oldest graves in 
Lancaster County. (See Fig. 12.) The inscription is almost worn off at some places 
and the stone has sunken into the ground, but by careful observations one is still ab! 
toreadit. (See Fig. 12A.} This is the Hans Hess mentioned earlier in the paper. Many 
of his progeny lie buried here with him. 


4 


(Q 


Some of the stones in this cemetery are of slate and are stil] very legible, but they 
are fast being obliterated. Year by year the farmer plows just a little closer and one 
by one the stones fall over, never to be reset. The story of the life and strugeles of 
the early American Mennonites can teach us much. Shall we not save the few monu- 
ments preserved for us, even though they tell only a fragmentary story? One finds older 
stones in the cemeteries of River Corner and New Danville than at Byerland. Perhaps 
the cemetery at River Corner, just like the one at New Danville was a family cemetery 
until the church was built. At New Danville when Breneman and Burkholder sold the 
land to the church they also sold their cemetery which they had jointly owned. It was 
on the line and each one owned half of it.5% When they sold the land to the church the 
cemetery went with it and is still used by the New Danville church. 

“Obs. 

‘SLancaster Will, B-464. 
“Lancaster Will, X-2-283. 
Tra D. Landis. 
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children. But more than this he was also chosen to be the shepherd of the little flocl 


Chap le Pr whee 


FROM A WILDERNESS TO A THRIVING COMMUNITY 


At the turn of the century the old Hoober place was still in possession of the Huber 
family. Abraham Huber, the grandson of Widow Hoober and one of a family of nine 
children was farming it.t In 1785, when he took over the farm he paid $3,840 for the 
105 acres. According to old wiHs and deeds there were many members, brothers, 
cousins, etc., of this same Huber family who lived in this vicinity. Abraham, too, had 
a large family. He willed this farm to his son John.2 John was born in 1791. He 
married Maria Huber when he was thirty years old and became the father of eight 
who worshipped in the little log meeting house. 


The old Boyer farm, however, did not fare quite as well. At this time it was no 
longer in the hands of the Boyers but was owned by Jacob Smith. For a period of years, 
or from about 1770 to 1815, this farm was in the hands of the Smiths. During these 
forty-five years there were a number of transactions made and it is difficult to state 
definitely just all that did take place and when it took place. Apparently there were 
several Smith brothers who owned parts of the original 210 acres. One owned the 
72 acre plot on which the church stood and the other owned the 125 acres to the south 
of this. From 1805 to 1811 Christian Smith lived on the part of the original lot on 
which the church stood.* The transactions among the members of this family were not 
always peaceable, and when Jacob Smith’s estate was to be settled up there was quite 
a dispute because some wanted to divide the original plot into seven smal! farms so 
that each member of the family could own part of it. To neighbors and other intereste 
persons this appeared to be a ridiculous thing to do, so they interfered and made the 
decision that this one plot should be divided into only two farms. One farm containec 
125 acres and the other contained 72 acres plus the one acre on which the church stood. 
This with the 12 acres allowed for roads accounts for the entire 210 acres. Thus, came 


about the division of the original plot. For convenience we shall always refer to the 


farm on which the log church stood as the original Boyer farm. 


el 


{ 


~~. 


John Baer purchased the original Hans Boyer farm in 1811 for $66 an acre, and in 
1816 sold it and two other tracts of land, making a total of 113 acres, to Benjamin Bear 
for 275 pounds and 3 shillings or about $12 per acre. Why this great difference in the 
price of land in only a five year period? Is it the picture of a general depression er 
of an unlucky tanner-farmer failing financially? We know that in this period of time 
the finances of the New Nation, The United States of America, were in a very pre- 
carious condition. Throughout this new nation people were in financial difficulties and 
our community was no exception. The death of the widow of Jacob Smith, Magdalena, 
who had a life time right to the place may have forced John Baer to sell at this time 
even at so great a loss.° 


LivING CONDITIONS 


The little group of people who settled in this community met with trials such a 
are common to every one. It must have been a great satisfaction to them as they listened 
to the tales of pioneer life told by their oldest members, to realize how good God had 


A Cf) 


ILancaster Deed, 10-43. 

*Lancaster Record of Release, F-6-136. 
SLancaster Deed, 3-389. ; 
4Release—owned by James Hess. 
SLancaster Deed, A-9-55. 
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been to them in this new country. They had their homes, their farms, their families, 
and they were prospering. In this community, even after 80 years, a traveler would 
almost have thought he was back in the old world. The architecture of the houses 
resembled that of the homes our forefathers had in Europe and the low sturdy bank 
barns too, were a copy of the barns in the district from which they came.® 


Husbands provided for their widows by giving them a life time right on the old 
homestead. The one who bought the place, bought it with the understanding that he 
would give the widow a home and sufficient provisions for a decent living. In many 
instances the new purchaser could not pay cash for his farm even if he had the money 
because he, by the terms of sale, had to allow the widow to keep a certain amount of 
money in the place, as her means of livelihood, until she died. Worldly goods were 
divided among family and friends. Life in these times was on a much simpler level 
than it is now and since the people were thrifty and hard working, they had, on the 
whole, plenty of this world’s goods. Even though life was fairly simple it was not 
without problems. 


When John Line died he had a will in which he stated that all his children shall 
share and share alike with everything—that is all except Ann, the wife of Jacob Shallen- 
berger. Poor Ann must have married a husband who was a spendthrift! Old Mr. Line 
made it quite plain in his will that all of Ann’s share of the estate was to be held in trust 
for her. She and not her husband was to receive the interest money. If she died before 
her husband her children were to receive it. Only after the death of the unfortunate 
husband would Ann be allowed to receive her share of the estate.7 

There were those in the community who became mentally ill as the following 
shows, “Benjamin Bear, of Conestoga township {the part which is now Pequea] 
on September 23, 1839 [was] declared a lunatic.” Some years after this 


iat) 


e oe 
bit of sadness 
a brighter decree was given, “On the nineteenth day of April, 1847, the said court 
ordered the commission of Lunacy .. . to be superceded and determined and that the 
estate rights and privileges of the said Benjamin Bear, be now restored to him.”’§ 


7 
a 


As the community grew, new and better roads were built. An old road, which 
has now vanished so completely that it cannot be seen, soon proved to be very much 
in the way. (See Fig. 13 for map of road.) Mr. Bear who now owned the origina! 
Boyer farm and on whose land this road was, wished to have it closed. There was no 
need for it anymore. The little log church which had stood by it was closed and the 
new church by the new road was in use, the new road was only a few hundred feet 
away and no one used this old road, so he drew up a petition in 1850 to close it. Forty- 
seven men of the community signed the petition. All of these were able to sign their 
names but one man and he made his mark. Some of the signers were: Abraham Mylin, 
great grandfather of the present Abraham Mylin living on the old Mylin homestead, 
Michael Goss, Jacob Fehl, John Barr, John Ressel, Henry Huber, and Henry Heidel- 
baugh, the great grandfather of our deacon, Howard Eshleman.® (See Fig. 14.) 


a 


OCCUPATIONS 


Although farming was the all prevailing occupation other industries began to 
appear. Just what year the mill began to operate is not known but it was in operation 
by the beginning of the eighteenth century and was of great service to the community.?? 
(See Figs. 15 and 16.) Jacob Smith, who built the mill, operated it for a number of 
years and then sold it to Abraham Mylin.1! After a few years Abraham sold the mill 


®Walter Hodel. 

7An old will. 

Lancaster Record Book, F-7-225. 
"Record owned by James Hess. 
WLancaster Deed, R-3-584. 
ULancaster Deed, F-8-449. 
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An old flat bridge across the Pequea 
Creek near the church 


Figure 14 
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Figure 15—One view of Baumgartners 
Mill near the church 
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Figure 16—-Another view at Baumgartners Mili 
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to his son Christ.1* Christ B. Mylin was a great uncle of Martin (Mart) Mylin who 
now lives near the Byerland Church. The tanning of hides was another important 
industry flourishing during the century. One of the Smiths who at one time owned the 
old Boyer place built the tannery on it.!9 


As far back as 1801, Lancaster County was urging its inhabitants to raise better 
crops and produce better manufactured goods. A newspaper, the Intelligencer, of 
March 26, 1801, carried the following notice, “The Lancaster County Society for 
promoting Agriculture, Manufactures, and the useful arts resolves to offer a gold medal, 
worth ten dollars, or the value thereof in specie, to the person raising the greatest quan- 
tity of flax, of the best quality, from one acre of ground.”!+ Does it not seem strange that 
the farmers of our community grew flax? But how else could they have provided their 
household linens? At this early date, cotton was not very plentiful and almost all house- 
hold linens were made from flax. The women of the household spun the flax fibers into 
serviceable linen cloth. A few heirlooms of such linen can still be found in the 


_ community. 


No doctor lived in our little community until about 1846, but the people were 
fortunate in having a midwife. She was a very busy woman and her grandson, Benjamin 
Miller said, “Grandmother was going all the time and even went as far as York 
County."1° She lies buried in the Mylin Cemetery on Martin Mylin’s farm. Her tomb- 
stone tells this story: 


ZUM ANDENKEN DER 
SUSANNA MULLER 
EHEFRAU DES PETER MULLER 
SIE WARD GEB. D. 16 MERZ 1756 
VEREHLIGHT ANNO 1773 
GEBAR 2 SOHNE U. 8 TOCHTER 
UND STARB D. 22 NOV. 1815 
ALTES 59 JAHR 8 MONAT 
UND 25 TAGE. 

SIE VERWALTETE DAS GESCHAFT 
EINER HEBAMME 
U. EMPFING DARIN 1667 KINDER 


Translation: 


IN MEMORY OF 
SUSAN MILLER 
WIFE OF PETER MILLER 
BORN MARCH 16, 1756 
| MARRIED IN 1773 
HAD 2 SONS AND 8 DAUGHTERS 
DIED NOV. 22, 1815 
, 59 YEARS 8 MO. AND 25 DA. 
SHE HELD THE CALLING OF A MIDWIFE 
AND DELIVERED IN HER LIFE TIME 1,667 BABIES 


Lancaster Deed, S-8-480. 

MLancaster Deed, R-3-584. 

MLancaster Newspaper Inc. (Pampiier), 
158. Miller Mylin. 

















Here was a woman who was married at 17, had ten children of her own plus all the 
care that a family of this size can bring, but who in spite of all this, found tirne to 
assist 1,667 babies into this world.1* Her days certainly must have been very busy. 


Some years after the death of this woman a young doctor by the name of Emanuel! 
Johnson, 1822 - 1852, must have lived in the community. He died when he was in 
his 30th year and is buried in the New Danville Cemetery. On his tombstone is this 
very unusual inscription: 


“REMEMBER ME AS YOU PASS BY, 

oe A Ne oO ONE WAST 

AS I AM NOW SO YOU WILL BE, 

PR be Ree IND POLO W Mr nt! 


Before the advent of railroads the only way to transport goods was by horse drawn 
vehicles. The Conestoga Wagon was in common use. Many young men called teamsters 
were engaged in this business. Henry Heidelbaugh who lived in this community was a 
teamster when he was a young man and made many trips to Philadelphia, saree 
Delaware, and Pittsburgh. Our Deacon, Howard Eshleman, is the great grandson of 
Peary 7° 


SCHOOL AND HOTEL 


There is still very little known about schools, but the little log school house on the 
hill was still being used.'® (See Fig. 17.) By now the people were learning the English 
language. The inscriptions on the tombstones were beginning to be in English instead of 
German, and of those signing legal papers more and more were writing their names 
rather than just making their mark. The aes ass were losing some of the crudeness 
found in the inscriptions of the earlier stones. One must wonder how much, if any, 
the Pennsylvania Dutch language pee used in this community? During the period of 
the early settlers the language in all probability was German because the early tomb- 
stones, the signatures of deeds, and the early wills are almost all written in German and 
if not German then in Enghi sh. The corner stone of the church in 18 48, is German. A 
tombstone of 1828, found in the New Danville Cemetery is half German and half 
English. About the 1850's the government began to support English schools and by 
1879, the sermons were part English and part German so that it is quite possible that 
the people of this community never used the Pennsylvania Dutch very much, but 
changed from the German to the English. Some of our grandparents understood Penn- 
sylvania Dutch but did not use it and at present few if any of the native members 
understand it. It is not spoken in the community. 


The hotel was still serving the community at this time. - man by the name of 
Eberly was running it. For some unknown reason he got into trouble with the 
government. The government sent an ofhicer after him but ee fled just before the 
arrival of this person. The officer ee him until they reached McFalls fe 2rry wher 
Eberly and his horse were seen to plunge into the stream. He has not been seen or 
a of since then, so we do not know if he drowned or escaped." 


In 1824, when Lafayette came to America to celebrate the Sesquicentennia! he 
spent some time in Lancaster and then travelled over what is now Route 72 from 
Lancaster to Port Deposit. As he passed through the community the road was lined 
on both sides with spectators. He was riding in a four horse coach and stopped at the 


WOld tombstone in Martin Mylin’s Cemetery. 
WNew Danville Cemetery. 

Told by a great granddaughter. 

19Map of Lancaster County in 1850. 

20S, Miller Mylin. 
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Pequea Valley Hotel for a drink of wine.?! Excitement in the community ran high. It 
was quite a memorable occasion for such an important personage to stop at the com 
munity hotel. 


RELIGION 


The little log church which had so faithfully served the community for many years 
was still being used, but as population increased it no longer could accommodate all the 
people.* On one occasion, not too long before the old log church was replaced by a 
new and better building, services were being held for a child’s funeral. The following 
story was told by one of our old members now deceased. “During the course of his 
sermon the minister referred to the tiny corpse before him as the little lamb. One of 
the children in the audience who heard him speak about lambs jumped up, ran to the 
door, and after looking out, called back to its mother, ‘I don’t see any lambs’ "22. 

By the 1840's there was a movement on foot to build a new church. Early 
in 1848, Henry Curly, (he spelled his own name Corley and we of today know it as 
Charles) and Jacob Breneman, trustees of the Mennonist Congregation bought one 
acre of land from the minister, John Huber, for $100 to be used as a burial ground and 
building site for the said congregation. The deed was written April 1, 1848.23 (See 
Fig. 18 for map showing location of this church.) 

A deed written July 24, 1848, tells us that the same Jacob Breneman and Henry 
Curly, in this instance called Elders, of the Mennonist Congregation of Conestoga 
township had, “conveyed back to Benjamin Bear (the original acre of land on which 
the church stood) by special act of assembly, Feb. 29, 1848, the one acre be it more or 
less,” for $200.*4 Up to this time the land had been used by this congregation but now 
they were moving the church to a new site along the highway. Two hundred dollars 
was a very high price to pay for land. The various deeds for the original Huber and 
Boyer farms as they changed hands at no other time show such a high price for an acre 
of ground. Perhaps a part of this was to be used as Mr. Bear’s contribution to the new 
church building or maybe this included the old church building as well as the land. 

The new church was built of stone. It stood in the same churchyard that our 
present church does only it stood nearer the northwest corner of the yard. Just what 
this new stone house looked like is not known. There are no records to give us its 
dimensions, to tell us where the doors and windows were, if it had a pulpit or not, 
or.if it was heated by a stove or a fireplace. In fact we know almost nothing about it 
except that the stones of this church are the foundation of our present church and the 
old corner stone is preserved in the present building. This corner stone bears the 
following inscription :2° 

BREAUWET 
DURCH DIE 
BRUDERSGCHAFT 
DER MENNONISTEN 
GEMEINDE 
IN JAHR 1848 

Translation: 
BOIL 
15007 Bl BBE 
BROTHERHOOD 
OF THE MENNONITE 
CONGREGATION 


INSTR OY BAR: £848 
“Albid. 
*2Told by Eliza Shank—from James Hess. 
Lancaster Deed, H-7-156. 
*4Lancaster Deed, A-9-54. 
*5Cornerstone of Byerland. 
*In 1850 the total number of inhabitants of what is now Conestoga and Pequea townships was 3,616 people according 
to an 1851 map of Lancaster County. 
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The German word gemeinde carries a deep meaning of brotherhood and/or fellowship. 
There is no English word that can accurately express this same idea. 


How long the old log church stood empty and unused is not known, however, it 
is quite probable that Abraham Line may have moved it. In 1848, Abraham Line 
bought some land from John Line which according to the deeds seems to be in the 
general vicinity of the place where the old log church had stood until its recent removal 
back to the original Boyer farm.2 Since these men were neighbors of Benjamin Bear, 

‘ it is very likely that when Abraham bought land from John Line he also bought the 
old church from Mr. Bear. Since the old church, which was ccnstructed from big logs, 
was still serviceable why tear it down if it could serve another needy community 
member? This, however, is purely a guess because the hows, whys, and wherefores 
of the preservation of this old church have been lost with-the passing years. We are 
thankful to have such an old and historical building preserved no matter how silent 
its past. ; 


During this period the list of ministers for our three congregations is not complete. 

Some Mennonite Brethren from Ohio visited Lancaster County in the fall of 1813, and 

* in the memoirs of this trip we find the following entry: “October 20th, at the stone 
house [now known as the New Danville Church}, of the late John Schenck. Ministers, 

Jacob Hochstetler and Sternman, Deacon Meyer.”2? If only this man would have 

written more. He arouses our curiosity so much, gives us a precious bit of information 

but still leaves us very much in the dark. One supposes that he was at New Danville 

for services, and had dinner at the home of John Schenck (Shenk). The ministers were 

Jacob Hochstetler and —-—— Sternman (Stehman). — Meyer was the deacon. 





John Huber, the man who sold an acre of his farm to the trustees or Elders of the 
Mennonist congregation for a burial ground was one of their ministers. He was the 
grandson of John Hoober who took over his widowed mother’s farm in 1736. 
The following is a translation from the old Huber family Bible :25 


PARENTS 


Johanes Huber 
Born’ March 5.1791 
Died January 20, 1861 
Married August 7, 1821 
Maria Huber 
Born November 20, 1800 
Died October 24, 1869 


CHILDREN 
ATA, 4 et 1823 
Susanriee® 2°UE: ee £12 1825 
Amigs ee Nena). 28 1825 (died) 
Maria geet... les, RNS 1829 
LEU Cy SAARI A id pA 1831 (died) 
Lye: Merten ee 183 
Oa Neo a tate are 1836 
{fasevci Saul arama ramen ate 183 


There is no record of the date of his ordination but it was some time before the 
new church was built. Brother Huber must have been a good shepherd of his flock, 
always obliging and equal to any situation. The following story was told by one who 
Was personally acquainted with one of his sons who also was named John. 


“GLancaster Deed, 1-7-566. 
“Mennonite Historical Bulletin, September, 1944. 





*“Family Bible in possession of John Huber. Sr. 
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“During the time of John Huber’s ministry possibly 100 years ago a funeral was 
held in the old Byerland Church — the stone one — and for some reason the minister 
who was to preach the sermon did not come. Some one in the group made the suggestion 
that they call preacher John Huber who at the time was spreading manure in an 
adjoining field. The suggestion was approved and a group went to ask him. At first 
he refused but after much insisting on the part of the funeral party he consented. He 
stuck his fork in the manure pile and went with them into the church. He stepped onto 
the pulpit barefooted and in work clothes, but preached a very impressive sermon.“ 

The cemeteries show that in the latter part of this period of time the people in 
our community or in our church district began using the church cemetery instead of 
each family keeping up their own burial lot. Most of the early stones in our church 
cemetery are of people long since forgotten, even though in all three cemeteries one 
finds stones with familiar names. In the Byerland Cemetery there is a row of old graves 
along the east side. These bodies were moved in after the new cemetery was bought.*° 
We do not know from where they were moved, but it is possible that it was from the 
cemetery by the old church. Some of the bodies which have been moved in are Martin 
Snavely, 1790 - 182(2?) and Anna Snavely, 1795 - 1837. Anna Snavely was a sister 
to preacher John Huber. Christian Le‘n, 1754 - 1820 ith = ei, bao boe so, 
also Christian Lines, 1781-1861, and Mary Lines, 1792 - 1853.31 Christian Lein was 
evidently a son of John Line, one of the first settlers of this community. The spelling 
is changed in the second Christian to Lines but I am sure they are father and son, 
because Linestown is named for this family. Lines seems to be the modern spelling. 
This is one evidence of the difficulty one has in working with early American history. 
The spelling was not at all stabilized and one finds so many different spellings for the 
same name. The name of our church is just another illustration of this. It began as 
Boyerland, had such spelling as Byars, Beyer and today we spell it Byerland. 


River Corner has some old and interesting stones but New Danville has the most 
interesting cemetery of any of our three churches. This is perhaps due to the fact thet 
this cemetery had been jointly owned by two families before it was bought by the 
church. The stones in it are not quite as old as in the old Hess cemetery but one can 
find many real old ones. Many are written in German, some are of slate, and a few look 
as though they had been picked up out of someone's field. As time passed, the corm 
munity grew and became more prosperous as one Can see by the type of tombstones. 
Asa comparison look back to chapter one at Hans Hess's stone, one of the earliest dated 
stones in our community, and then notice the stone in Fig. 18A. It is all hand cut on 
a rather crude stone slab.32. The following is a translation of the inscription: 


Here rests the remains of 
Margaret A. Knirim 
Born Aug. 27, 1780 
Died March 4, 1828 
Age 47 years 6 mo. and 12 da. 


This is not a wonderful stone as far as workmanship goes but it does show some of the 
progress over the very early stones. The most unusual thing about it is that half of it 
is written in German and the other half in English, and in the English section the $ 1s 
made backwards. The stones written near the 1850’s are much more readable, and 
mostly in English indicating that by this time the tombstone business was pretty well 
commercialized. 


John B. Harnish. 

20fohn Huber, Sr. 

2Byerland Cemetery stones. 
82New Danville Cemetery stone. 


[ 22] 








a. ec ac oe “a me £ ee At bo AN tad hee a ik 
' ‘ 14 7 : "« fy 
\ + ee + | 


sor final sons aso COOL yieon qiztaua ester fe Sn ila 
-oterctien sl? toast Senos 26l bre — sao Snow of —- Aad’ biatiogs B 
wobesoyus ods sbair quorg of) at sero omoe ‘ene oe-bab noes ont RY 

ak oi sounder yoigorqe ania) oeeti odd dn. odw' s4duH ndol voronong Sse atts 

ut 2A: nil deg oF Ino quoig # bas bsvenygh za tt AT hist yevtente 
WH atrsenns sdf vine lexsn0? sd to t1eq or) io Reson dum yatte sud ladle 

docisin sets otet evady dor trav Di hire sowersea od} ni anol eit ut 
; voy 5 bwtsséy 10d. esdsols de ar bas bosooter id Jighuay a 


"Ss * qeoperse Sviezog ¥ Ode €9)991 
i vinand Sdr ocuit Yo bnivse etd? Io tq Te ee. ae avon +0 


Sexurlo yoo «8 sonete vives st Yo BoM tol tenwd avo tol) qu grt duns? 



































oud 
_ 


as 


one bsgasie oF 


7 


{ 
ia 
1 


aA 
j 


. 
¥ 
‘ 
=| 


‘ % “4 2 
| an asrotonion say He al dover ng7s) ceregier Sore yool aq to a Y3T 
) iy ty > x vas t M4 sf . I a” ,¢si f. » nits dtew sanote “ 
| wry Pytry 4 7 at vi ‘53 a ¥3* re) TstTGits rf a} tT ar sttiiti 1h 4 608 73 . ; Rar gay 
| y visto wu sdf wile mi bovom sIg7 ésibod sesdT .@ble aes ots big 
dt sidiaton et a 2vd -bovent siege vorld storey mo word jon ob uf 
“Pe UF : . ; s = ie ‘ wp! 
} bA S7G fli vosv t ory s7iitt eon z hao 33 ie WISESIS 43 itl bho ota ed we can 
am 5 - sa * E » 
4 144 at a (ei »« AUT! Sisvane aA bes (9C) S81 0G00 rae a 


t ‘ . s ’ : berg (jC | : 4 { { ‘chael > PRs eats ; ait) @ | nub wile o3 


i) | 4 : 
i r . * £ ses ® . 7 
eur nr3J ler? pee Ort soot i ven baa 26a). 120i ontd nem fe 
- ¥ a) - J 7] - J . 4 = + / : 5 > 
. omiituer et) Jo ewihiise tre Sil to one, ened adel, 1 new vena 
; ar ws ste 1 Thigy sartit ( etewe ‘A.D Drive oyt} my bupradiy: we 
‘ ‘ . Wy 


| srtlact i ot aye optd oelint aid, Got banc. 2 ee a 
wales Gee denny oom tit 280 386 wionniip oi to soShivS Sao a Ri 

; : aah \ €4u Lies ro ’ P , . . : iat) 
fs an) sonritaew gosronib wre auritt see Jorg WOTIIe2 1.5 34 20 eee grilling ou 


—— 

.* 

— 
a 





wed). to dustiswiaullh 1 witons Je at cores i) 20. SER ad Tt Sahar ai 4 
weet Te sce SA -VESSeT Oe dys Aye ee Dintlioye dam bart bceht ey 
| mull welt qed enow ppeeaant bem blg-omee asd ey Vth oe 4 Ae 

; jrainy oy SAT | sey erite 16 7s ter YUSFOMISD rire a : 
A vee 3 tod ‘botlimad Grit ys heirwe visa -nasd Daw Cratyitray « | 

rs cs stad yytdamien azekt Bi ot? on ef bio of shine fant B28 If tt Sot oA, Bets. 

¢ brs {93 anne’ nemise ft astitew se yo watt bin Ino Yee oo 

ae » beta gals aft Dosa. & rigors To $ue (tad bygf5rq nyo bed odd: yee 
if inet to seve st yd Soe m6o 900 26 elimaqeonqd 920m ootiosd ban wary Cae 

| ; tealiss ote lo sao errote € eenkl 20501 14 aAG IopQets, OF Jal Joo! nos aaa 
, soed Ue a: 22 DARL ort nt soi 9) Soon aot ber ,yirurgo 10 1 aaa 
! iyrigripandt ord lo naitplensay s a garwotliot att “dele onote shot TOR 


io enianst at eteat 91S! 
mmr A drmpreM 

aT! ft 2A med 

scat + dsreM biG 
fet! bas .om 3} mee TE OBA 


+ 4¢ . ¢ ted shou qrilennmatow 25 (24 an onota lute £260 eree 
s° M t-. : J i foe? ’ 7 in : P y r ; 
i %> Med vel? at hy vote SIRT ABU Jom si jeu Yitss YS? sii F7VO eat uM 


- » a ‘ * * wo 
+ 2 ads nottase doilent ot int ite sti ah Mat isda@ att bas acon) a ASR 
live sidubesr ss0m dovm aie 2 OCR sh? The NaN eens “fT Aradond’ ta 
ive Viowy per manieud snotedaws ods amir aida yd adit yoisncibas deitynt ith ye 
é am} 45 ii i 
| ie 
os } > 
{<< i os 
. | >a 
A * Wed , 
‘ #69 Lad Wee ee) 














Chap te r cif ree 


RAPID GROWTH (1850 - 1900) 


The Byerland Community developed within Conestoga township, which was 
organized in 1712.1 Most of the better land in the northern part of Lancaster County 
was now occupied so that from 1850 to 1880 the southern part of the county including 
Conestoga township grew rapidly. The settlers were scattered on large holdings 
throughout the entire township. In 1852 Conestoga township, which had grown quite 
large, was divided. The new part or the eastern half became Pequea township.” The 
By retland Community is in the part which became Pequea township. The he in 
the original Conestoga township is fertile but at many places difhcult to farm because 
it is very, very rolling. Sometimes the hillsides are too steep to be farmed but a is 
much valuable farm land in its many valleys. Conestoga township lies in the low 
mountain ranges which are near the Susquehanna River and are known to the inhabi- 
tants as “The River Hills.” From the time of its organization settlers, Scotch-Irish as 
well as German, began coming in. Development in the early years was not very rapid 
but it experienced a steady growth and, as previously noted, by 1850 had a total 
population of 3,616. This seems small when one compares it with today’s population. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNITY 


When the division of this township took place, preacher John Huber was living 
on the original Huber farm. His son John was the next owner. This John was the 
father of John Huber, Sr., now living on a farm not: far from the New Danville Church. 


At this time John Bear (Barr) had recently purchased the original Boyer farm now 
containing 113 acres, from Benjamin Bear for $113.73 per acre.® In 1888, John Bear 
sold this farm to Henry Barr for $168.14 an acre. According to the records this is the 


highest price ever paid for land in the region of the Byerland Church with the one 
exception of the $200, which was paid to buy back the acre on which the old 1 
church had formerly stood. 


Very little is known about how our community fared during the Civil War. Tax 
records show that a small number of young men were in the army. Whether or not 
any Mennonite boys became soldiers is hard to determine but this could not have caused 

a very serious problem since the tax records list only approximately twenty-four from 
the entire Pequea township. One thing is certain, the members of this little community 
suffered and prospered with the rest of the nation as it went through its economic ups 
and downs. 


Since the stage coach from Lancaster to Port Deposit skirted the western border 
of the community, it was no longer isolated from the rest of the world. Beside being 
a means of transportation for the people the coach also carried mail for the various 
communities through which it passed. The stage coach always took two days to make 
the complete trip from Lancaster to Port Deposit and back to Lancaster. Just imagine 
how convenient it would be to take the Lancaster bound stage at the Pequea Valley 
Hotel one day and not be able to get any return stage until the next day! We of 
today who have hourly bus service should rejoice and be thankful for it instead of 
complaining that transportation is net frequent enough. 


Unformation as to Townships—Pampnlet—Lancaster County Court House. ‘ 
2Tbid. 

3Deed from James Hess. 

4S. Miller Mfylin. 
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The first railroad known as the Quarryville Railroad was built in 1875. It is hard 
to give a true picture as to just how much this railroad meant to the community. 
Merchandise could now be easily shipped into or out of the community, but along with 
this the train carried passengers and made three round trips daily from Lancaster to 
Quarryville. The man who, at this time, owned the hotel was so fascinated by the 
wonders of the new railroad the he cut down the part of his orchard which had been 
obstructing his view of the train as it passed. Watching the train go by was a pleasure 
for him. But the train going by not only broke the monotony of the day, it also brought 
business and the latest news of the outside world. Many people who lived within 
driving distance of the hotel would drive to the hotel, leave their horse and wagon there 
and then take the train to Lancaster. Train time meant meeting the farmers from the 
southern part of the county as they-were enroute to the city or home again.” One can 
be fairly certain that the prospects of the coming railroad and the railroad itself was 
one of the reasons for the very rapid growth of the Byerland Community in this half 
century. In this short period the population of the community increased so much that 
both the school and the church had to be enlarged. 


LivinGc CONDITIONS 


The rapid growth of the community brought changes in living conditions. Contact 
vith the outside world was more frequent and the people did not feel as isolated as 
before. Newspapers arrived more regularly and the people heard what was happening 
to the outside world. In 1855, Dr. Abram Stetler moved into the township.® He was 
the first doctor to reside, as well as practice, in the community. So warm was his 
reception and so much were his services in demand that only seven years later another 
doctor, Henry K. Mussleman, moved into the township and began practicing.’ Today 
there is one doctor living in Willow Street, a small village just a short distance from 
this community. All the medical facilities of Lancaster, which is only a few miles 
away, are available to anyone who needs them. 


When a young couple began farming, it was customary for them to have a “little” 
hired boy and a “big” hired boy as well as a hired girl. As their own families grew 
and their children grew up the hired help was no longer needed because the childre: 
helped with the work. The hired people, however, did not find themselves out of a job 


‘because by this time they too were ready to marry and settle down on their own 
y y y y 


farms. As the parents became too old for active duties on the farm one of the children 
took over this work. Usually the farm was then willed, for a certain amount of money, 
to the son who was farming it. This method kept the “old home place” in the same 
family for generations. Today one hears many complaints that “rich people from the 
city” are buying up the farms. Many throw up their hands in despair at such a state 
of aifairs because, “poor farmers can’t outbid these rich people.” If we followed the 
example of our forefathers and willed the farm to someone in the family for%a fair 
price would that not save us this difhculty? 


Many of the houses and barns which are standing today were built during this 
period. They are sturdily built and one wonders how much it cost to build them. I could 
find no accurate information but was told by one of our oldest members that, ~The 
barn on the farm now owned by Paul Hess was built in 1821 from the money yielded 
by a field of wheat, and the carpenters worked for $.62%4 per day.*8 As far as accuracy 
is concerned this tells us almost nothing, but we can use our imagination. Would the 
yield from one fieid of wheat on that farm pay to build a new barn today? 

SIbid. 

STax Records, Pequea Township, 1872-75, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
‘Ibid. 

5S. M. Mylin. 


*Although this occurred at 2n earlier nericd it does show that there were perieds during the development of this com- 
raunity that building costs were quite low. 
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Figure 19—The present Pequea Valley School 
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The typical home was large with two or more spare rooms and a parlor that was 
rarely used. The bedrooms were used to sleep in-— nothing more. The kitchen was 
large and it is here that everyone “lived.” It was kitchen, living room, dining room, 
and work room combined. In the winter time it was the only warm place in the house 
because the rest of the house was not heated. | 


The following illustration is perhaps not a typical picture of all homes in our 
community but it does show how housewives prided themselves in keeping the big 
house clean as well as having plenty of space in which to “sleep” people. “There were 
five old people, two sisters and three brothers who lived together in the “white” house 
on the farm now owned by Martin Campbell. They lived in the summer house both 
summer and winter and only slept in the big house. The twelve rooms in this house 


were always kept spic and span and fourteen beds were always kept ready to sleep in.”® 


Samuel Charles who had been running the hotel died in 1874 and his son Benjamin 
took over the business.1® While Benjamin was running the hotel it “had a very good 
name and people who were traveling through this region planned to get as far as the 
Valley Hotel by night. They wanted to spend the night there because it had such a 
good reputation.” 1! 


OCCUPATIONS 


When John Barr was operating the tannery he had a colored man named Joe 
Turner working for him. Joe was a “trusty servant” besides being a neighborhood 
character. Usually when Mr. Barr shipped the hides to either New York or Phila- 
delphia he took Joe along on these trips. Since he was colored, none suspected him of 
carrying much money and he was such a ee ig husky fellow that the weight of a bag 
of silver coins was no bother to him.1" This colored man delighted in showing off his 
unusual strength. On one occasion he carried three, 3 bushel bags of wheat on his 
shoulders to the mill which was one-half mile away.l? At another time the -workers 
at the tannery were having trouble with a fellow worker. At the best, the tannery 
was a foul smelling place, but one of the w niga? who did not believe in personal 
cleanliness, was another source of irritati Finally when everyone felt that they 
could stand the offense no longer they made a conspiracy among themselves. As they 
went back to work after dinner they crossed the plank over the vats in duck fashion, as 
usual only a number of them preceded the offender and Joe followed him. Just as they 
were above a.vat full of dye, Joe very pice lantly picked the victim up by a 
shoulders and dipped him in the vat.1! This drastic measure at least insured a chang 
of clothes! 


In 1887, the tannery closed its doors never to operate again. John Barr had died, 
none of his children knew how to do tanni img nor did they care to learn. To have 
strangers operate the tannery was not profitable or satisfactory and it was so situated 
that it could not be sold separate from the famm, so although it then was in condition to 
be operated it was left laying idle and is now im ruins. 
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Andrew Zercher, one of the first morticians to serve our people, opened his busi- 
ness in 1878 in Conestoga Center, a small villege not far from the River Corner Church. 
At that time the requirement for a morticiam was to have served an pee ne as 
a cabinet-maker. The undertakers at that time made all their own coffins and the cost 
of funerals ranged from $36 to $75.18 


9Mrs. Maris W. Hess. 

WS. M. Mylin. 

Mrs. Hess. 

Ei Eshleman. 

leibid. 

MMartin Campbell. 

Petition of Executors from Rev. James Hess, 
WOscar Gundel—Gundel’s Funeral Home. 
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Christ B. Mylin was -operating the mill at the time this community began its 
rapid development. About 1857, he sold the mill to Benjamin Harnish and lived retired 
in his new home, the house in which Chester Eshleman now lives, until his death 
ae LS ).*7, 18 


One day near the close of the century, the above mentioned Joe Turner came to 
the mill on horseback. He purchased two bags of feed and had the miller lay one bag 
on the horse's back and the other on his own back. When the bag was put on Joe’s 
back the horse grunted. At this, Joe said to the horse, “You don’t need to grunt—lI’ve 
got as much weight as you have.”!9 


Tanning and milling although they were important occupations and provided 
employment for quite a few young men never replaced farming as the chief occupation 
of the Byerland Community. The farmers were hard working and thrifty. They found 
methods of farming which kept the soil on their hilly farms. At many places where 
it was rather shallow and of poor quality they built it up. The steep hillsides provided 
excellent places for fruit trees and grazing while the more fertile lowlands produced 
excellent crops. This provided for a very diversified type of farming. The city of 
Lancaster, as well as many other smaller towns, was near and provided a ready market 
for the farmer's produce. The Lancaster markets where farmers sold their vegetables, 
meats, dairy and poultry products developed and became quite famous. Thus almost 
at our back door grew up this excellent outlet for the farmer’s produce, 


Thomas Baumgartner built and began Operating a coal and lumber yard. Andrew 
Mehaffey bought it from him and built the present house and barn. In 1880, Benjamin 
Mellinger bought the place and the business and carried on a profitable trade.2" 


SCHOOLS 


By 1855, the little log school house on the hill above Linestown was no longer 
able to accommodate all of its pupils. School attendance was now compulsory for all 
children. A new school was built near The Valley and stood at the end of Abraham 
Mylin’s lane between the lane and the highway.?! The first record of any school teachers 
are the tax records of 1855 which record three male school teachers. These same 
three teachers are the only ones recorded for a number of years and then one by one a 
few more are added indicating an increase in the number of schools. In 1868, there 
were four men and two women teachers in the township. The teachers taught for $35 
per month and the school term was seven months long. The average number of 
scholars for the township was 171 boys and 150 girls. Regular attendance at school 
was not a requirement so the average number attending school was only 204 pupils. 


Jt 


f 


The schools in this period of development are more or less a mystery. It almost 
seems as though one day they were not and the next day they were. One can find no 
legal records for them. Even as late as 1879 when the present. Pequea Valley School 
was built there are no records. ‘There is no legal record of land for this school as the 
township does not own it.. This plot of ground, from the property now owned by Mrs. 
Clark, was given to the township for use as a school property. When and if it is no 
longer used as a school property it will go back to the original estate.”"24 However, it 
seems quite probable that when the little log school house became crowded they still 
continued to use it for a number of years but built the Pequea Valley School to take 
care of the children in that area. When Jacob Heidelbaugh was a boy in the early 1850's 
MLancaster Deed, 5-8-480. 

Wyohn Harnish. 

John B. Harnish. 
“Mis. Parke Mellinger. 
2AMartin Mylin. 

Tax Records. 


*3f. [. Mombert; An Authentic History of Lancaster County, J. E. Barr and Co., Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1869. 


Martin Mylin. 
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Figure 2: Rane Cena Chireh 
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Figure eee land Church eee part of the cemetery 
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he lived on the farm now owned by his grandson, Howard Eshleman, but went to the 
old log school on the hill and in the 1870’s when John Huber’s daughter Amanda, 
mother of Frank Martin, was a little girl she went to the little log school on the hill. 
This shows that originally all the people in this community must have sent their children 
to one school located in this central place. Later as the community grew, a school, 
Pequea Valley, was built to the east of it and this relieved the situation for a time. 


The community grew so rapidly in these years that by 1879 it had again outgrown 
its schools. From this time on no more is heard of the little log schoolhouse and the 
present Pequea Valley School was built. About this time the Mt. Hope and Mt. Wash- 
ington schools were built. These three schools now take care of the area which at first 
was served by one little log school house. (See Fig. 19.) 


_ RELIGION 


The rapid growth of this period was generalized throughout the entire township 
and not confined to cur little community. Churches as well as schools had to be rebuilt. 
Byerland led the other churches by rebuilding first in 1848, New Danville followed by 
remodeling in 1855. This did not last more than twenty-three years and in 1878 they 
built a new stone church. Byerland rebuilt again in 1879 and River Corner rebuilt 
milSs2.*6 


At the time the present Byerland Church was built, John Huber, son of the now 
deceased Rev. John Huber, was one of the trustees and on the building committee 
although at that time he was no church member. He was very much concerned about 
the upkeep of the church and personally took care of many repair items. He became 
a Christian in later years of h’s life.27 

The stone church of 1848 was torn down and these stones were used to build 
the foundation of the present church. Originally there was no basement under this 
building. Beside the outside walls, two stone walls run north and south the entire 
length of the building to give it support. At the north end of the church the floor is 
elevated and there is a stone wall inside of the outside wall of brick which slopes 
up to support the raised floor.2* The walls are of brick which were made by Slem 
McElhany at his brick yard in Marticville, a nearby village.°° By fall the church was 
finished and the dedication services were held on October 28th, 1879, The following 
is an account of the said services: 

“The new Mennonite meeting house at Byerland, dedicated on Tuesday, October 
28, 1879 was crowded to its utmost capacity. The services were opened by a German 
sermon by Christian Herr, of Millersville, on the subject, “What Constitutes the 
Church?’ followed by the reading of Acts 7:47-50 by Bishop Amos Shenk, of Millers- 
ville, when Amos Herr, of West Lampeter township, delivered an eloquent and practical 
sermon which was considered one of the ablest sermons ever preached by that well 
known minister. Short addresses were delivered in German by Amos Shenk of Miller 
ville, John Harnish of Pequea, Martin Miller of Martic, and an English address | 
Abraham B. Herr of New Danville, who also made the closing dedicatory prayer. 
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The correspondent was told that the fine building was paid by the immediate 
congregations belonging to the district, and that no outside assistance was asked or 
solicited. 

The large congregation sang together, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus!” as a 
closing, hymn,’/3¢... (See. Figs, .22 to.26.).. - 

*3Mrs. Howard Eshleman. 

**Cornerstones of the three churches. 
Howard Eshleman. 

SI] bid. 

2)?Martin Mylin. 

Lancaster New Era, October 30, 1879. 
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Figure 25—An interior view of the chureh as it appears today 
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Figure 26—Note “song bench” 
This long table was once a very Important part of the church but is no longer to use. 
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In 1899, when Magdalena or “Maggie” Mylin, widow of Christ B. Mylin, died she 
bequeathed $6,000 to Byerland Church for the upkeep cf the church and church 
property.*! Interest rates were higher then than they are now and interest from this 
fund supplied most of the finances needed for the church as well as the Sunday School. 
In this period of time the order of services continued to be: Stone (New Danville) 
every two weeks, Byerland every four weeks, and J. Miller's ((River Corner) every 
four wecks.*” 

About this time, Protestants in general were awakening to the need of Sunday 
Schools. Our own Mennonite church awoke slowly but surely to these needs. Today 
the Sunday School is accepted as part of our church service, but it was not always so. 
There must have been many serious, and heated discussions on this touchy subject 
before the Sunday School was finally begun. One elderly lady made this comment, 
“Some of the older folks didn’t want to have a Sunday School —I don’t know why — 
so we children went to the Methodist Sunday School at Marticville until they started 
one at Byerland.”*’ Whether or not this caused our church to lose some of its youth 
cannot be determined with certainty but it is quite probable. The Sunday School at 
Byerland began in 1891 with David Eshleman as first superintendent. At first there 
was no assistant, but after a short time Benjamin Hess, grandfather of Rev. James Hess, 
was chosen assistant superintendent. David Eshleman remained superintendent as long 
as he lived. He was not only superintendent at Byerland, but also helped to organize 
and start the Sunday Schools at New Danville and River Corner. Some of the 
older folks objected to the Sunday School but’on the whole, it was well attended. 
Approximately 100 were enrolled in the school.#4 

The late Revs. Jacob Thomas and Aaron Harnish, as well as Isaac (Uncle) Harnish 
and Jonas Hess, grandfather of Charles, Amos, and Christ Hess, were the first Sunday 
School teachers. Some of the first Sunday School scholars were John Harnish, Henry 
Harnish, Lizzie Barr, Lizzie Miller, Barbara Herr, and Jacob Harnish, now Bishop of 
the Strasburg district. The first Sunday School was held every two weeks in the after: 
noon from March to November. There was no winter Sunday School. New Danville 
also held its Sunday School every two weeks and alternated with Byerland.*® 

This is the first time in the history ef our church that one can with cer ainty list 
the Bishops, Ministers, and Deacons. David Hess, 1805 - 1896, grandfather of Maris M. 
Hess of West Willow, was deacon of the three churches. The date of his ordination is 
not known but he served the church faithfully until his death in 1896. He is buried 
in the River Corner Cemetery. Brother Hess was always blessed with good health but 
in his latter years his eyesight failed and he could not be fitted with glasses. This 
handicap never kept him from taking his part in the services because he had memorized 
many portions of scripture and when he held the opening service he was able to quote 
the Scriptures which he could no longer see to read. His home was near Conestoga 
Center.?® 

Samuel Shank was our next deacon. He was ordained in 1883, several years before 
the death of Brother Hess. He served until his death in 1906. The Herald of Truth 
contains the following announcement: “A deacon was ordained at the Stone Church 
(New Danville) south of Lancaster city, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on the 
23rd of November. Brother Samuel Shank was chosen and ordained to this important 
ofhce .. . One of the brethren from whose number Brother Shank was chosen by lot, 
Michael Harnish, met his death the next day by the falling of a tree, which fractured 
hepskull ..,. 737 


31Martin Mylin. 

®Meeting Calendar of all the Mennonite Churches in Eastern Pennsylvania, 1881. 
32. izzie Miller. 

34John Harnish. 

85. bid. 

“Maris M. Hess. 

37Herald of Truth, January 1, 1883, Vol. 1882-1883. 
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Our ministers were John Huber, who has been mentioned previously, and his 
successor, Brother Martin Miller (1798 - 1880), who was ordained in 1858, three 
aie before the death of Brother Huber. He served all three congregations faithfully 
until his death. Brother Miller was the type of person whose every day life witnessed 
for Christ. To him, small things as well as large things were important as this incident 
will show. ““At one time before his ordination while Mart Muller was county commis- 
sioner, someone handed him a pen to use which belonged to the court house and he 
accidentally kept it. This deed bothered his conscience so much that sometime later 
he took the pen back because it belonged to the county — not him.””*” 


John B. Harnish (1828 - 1907), was ordained minister of the three congregations 
on December 28, 1865, and served them faithfully until his death. These isp ree ministers 
are all interred in the Byerland Cemetery.*” 


Abraham Herr (1845 - 1925), was ordained as our minister in 1875 when he was 
only thirty years old.t!. After serving in this capacity for twenty-four years he was 
ordained Bishop.** Abraham Herr was one of the first of Lancaster County's Mennonite 
ministers who preached in English. Because of his ability to use English so fluently in 
his sermons, he was often called to preach an English sermon in other Mennonite 
churches. 


These three churches were one of several circuits comprising quite a large territory 
but served by only one Bishop. The Bishops serving this district were Joseph Burkholder, 
from 1846 to 1875; Jacob K. Brubaker, from 1875 to 1879; Amos Shenk, from 1879 
to 1891; and Abraham Herr, who had teen one of our ministers, from 1899 to 1925.* 
From 1891 to 1899 our district was without a Bishop and Isaac Eby, of the Strasburg 
district, temporarily filled this place.*# 


®3John Harnish. 
3°Maris W. Hess. 
49John Harnish. 
44Henry Herr. 
42Martin Mylin. 
3ra D. Landis. 
44Martin Mylin. 
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Chapter rs? 


THE BYERLAND OF TODAY 


With the close of the century came a slowing up in the growth of the Byerland 
Community. The slower rate of growth, however, did not retard the development of 
the community. The members of our community seem to have been so imbued with the 
maxim, “Be not the first by whom the new is tried nor yet the last to lay the old aside,”"* 
that they rarely came first with some new idea nor did they lag behind and refuse to 
accept modern improvements which were being generally accepted. 


TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT 


Ever since the invention of the railroad there had been rumors that a railroad was 
to be built skirting the southern border of the community. Finally in 1903 its construc- 
tion began.) The Low Grade Railroad is a freight line running through this hilly 
section of country from Columbia to Philadelphia. Since this railroad was to carry 
freight, the road bed was so designed and constructed that there is almost no grade at 
all — hence, the name Low Grade. Many of the men in the community helped to build 
this road. While this type of work was new to many of them and gave them unusual 
experiences, the most novel thing to the whole community was the Italians who moved 
in with the construction gang. There were many Italians helping to build this line 
and for a number of months as this line was being built past our community — they 
lived in the community. Their standards of living were so different from any that our 
folks had ever known that, even though their stay was short their unusual way of life 
made such an impact on the community that it has not yet been forgotten. The two 
outstanding things which attracted attention were: their custom of every one eating 
from one large dish, which was liable to be anything ranging from a dishpan to a bowl, 
and their habit of eating any kind of fish or bird which they could catch or shoot. 
Evidently they found a bird here with which they were not familiar because after 
one try at the well known Turkey Buzzard, one of them remarked, ““Turkey crow, he 
no good!” 


The star mail route for our community was from Smithville. The stage coach on 
its trips from Lancaster to Port Deposit stopped at Smithville with the mail and from 
there it was taken out to outlying communities on horseback. Lancaster was fast 
becoming a prosperous business center and as the stage coach went out of use with 
the coming of railroads it was only natural that Smithville should give way to this 
growing city which today is the distributing center for the county’s mail. In 1907, the 
Rural Free Delivery routes were begun in the community.” 


As mentioned before our community is chiefly a farming community, but in each 
period some other industry sprang up only to die out again. This time it was a small 
Fire Cracker plant. This factory was built by Mr. Joseph Sherrard, then owner of the 
hotel, on his property. In the few years in which it was in existence during the 1920's, 
it gave employment, both at home and in the factory, to many people in our community. 
This business came to an abrupt end on Ascension Day, May, 1929, when the place 
blew up. Two lives were lost and the buildings which were burned have never been 
rebuilt. The old hotel even though it stood close to the factory was not destroyed in 
the explosion and is now operated by Mrs. Clark, widow of the former Joseph Sherrard 
1$. Miller Mylin. 


*Alexander Pope. 
2Ibid. 
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Farming, too, has changed greatly. Mechanized farming crept in about the change 
of the century with the use of the Binder and the Mower. Since then mechanization has 
been keeping apace with modern developments. Up until the latter 1930's and erly 
1940's the development of mechanized farming was slow. Since then it has grown by 
leaps and bounds so that today the individually owned hammer mills have closed the 
doors of the old mill, the combine has di splaced the binder and threshing crew, the 
bailer has shortened hay-making time, and the tractor has displaced the beautiful strong 
work horses whose empty stalls are now being filled by dairy cows. 


Almost every farm in the community now has a small dairy herd. The average 
size of these dairy herds is approximately 20 head of milk cows. Before the dairies 
had grown to this size most of the farmer's wives made butter and cheese which they 
sold on the city markets. With the increased amount of milk and the continuing growth 
of the city, butter and cheese making gave way to the abracticg of selling raw milk to 
processing plants such as Penn Dairies or Queen Dairies. Today almost all of the milk 
produced in the community is sent to the large * eee ” in the city. Sometimes these 
city dairies sell some of the milk to large cities such as New York or eauitincane 
Thus our milk now produced by fine cows, quartered in remodeled and modernized 
dairy barns and, in most instances, milked with milking machines gets on the world 
market. 
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Mechanization and other modern developments and improvements have made 
farming a more desirable work, and have made many hard tasks easy ones. Even after 
more than 200 years our farms are still quite fertile. Some contour farming is practiced. 
Soil erosion, even in this hilly section, is not commonly seen. 


At the present time the only well established industry in the community besides 
farming, is a coal and luniber yard. This thriving little business is now operated by 
Harvey, the son of Benjamin Mellinger, and his two sons Parke and Benjamin. One 
part of farming, the burning of limestone to produce lime for the fields has now given 
way to the commercial product. Lime kilns which were once a familiar sight on all 
large farms, have been allowed to crumble to ruins. (Fig. 27 shows one of the few 
remaining ones. It is no longer used.) 


However, many families who are not farmers live in this community. It is only 
seven miles from Lancaster and with modern transportation these people commute 
every day to their place of work in or near the city. Urban influences both good and 
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bad are gradually infiltrating into the Byerland Community so that today it is not 
an isolated backwoods area, but a modern farming community utilizing most of the 
modern conveniences both in the house and at the barn. 


LivING CONDITION 


In 1910, Jacob Herr bought the Old Boyer Farm from Henry Barr for $130 per 
acre. In 1938, when Reverend James Hess bought the farm from the Herr estate, it 
sold for $74.25 per acre.* This is quite a drop in the price of land but the sale took 
place during the years of the big depression when the price of land along with other 
things hit rock bottom. Since then land prices in the community have gone up and just 
this past spring (1949) a farm in the community sold for approximately $200 per acre.4 


In 1916, for the first time in the history of its existence the Old Huber Homestead 
was sold to someone outside the family. It was bought by John Harnish who farmed it 
for twenty-two years and then sold it to Elmer Klaus.®> I have not investigated 
the price per acre of this farm assuming that since it adjoined the Boyer farm it 
would be nearly the same in price and certainly the same in value. 


About 1905, when the wall was built around the church yard the masons who built 
it worked for twelve and one-half cents per hour, and had a ten hour day, thus earning 
$1.25 per day.6 When the Pequea Valley barn was built in 1904 the head carpenter 
worked for $1.50 per day and the regular carpenter for $1.40 per day.* Just imagine 


a carpenter working for $1.40 per day now! Today's rates for these trades are approxi- 


mately: Carpentry, $1.00 per hour and masonry, $1.15 per hour and they usually 
have a 44 hour week.® 


Burial costs too, have kept pace with the times and gone up. There are two causes 
for this; first, the general rise of all living costs, and second, the technical training now 
required of all morticians in the arterial preparation of all bodies. Todav the cost of 
less expensive funerals varies from $350 to $500 depending on the kind of wood 
chosen for a casket and whether the rough box is of wood or cement.? A mortician 
who frequently serves the members of this community said, “The Mennonite families 
who called me to serve them have selected what I call a good conservative funeral 
consisting almost entirely of a concrete burial vault and a casket manufactured from 
either solid oak, walnut, or mahogany wood.”!” Tombstones too are very expensive. 
According to one merchant, people today spend en the average of $275 to $300 for 
such a stone. However, a plain simple head stone can be purchased for $30. 


This little community like most all other rural communities has neither the very 
rich nor the very poor people within its bounds. Most of the people who live in this 
community are people of moderate means. Some own more than one farm but the 
majority own only one. There are some tenant farmers but they are in a minority. 
Many of the young men work as hired hands for farmers in the community until they 
are able to buy their own farms. The type of farming which is carried on is done 
by the whole family. The women usually help with the chores and tend the chickens 
as well as care for their own gardens. Because of the proximity to the famous farmers’ 
market in Lancaster a large number of families, especially those with children, do a 
lot of truck farming. Taking care of the vegetables and fruits as well as marketing 


3James Hess. 

4Farm Sale in Byerland Community. 
5John B. Harnish. 

®Martin Mylin. 

7§. Miller Mylin. 

“Martin Campbell. 

*Oscar Gundel—Gundel’s Funeral Home. 


Wi bid. 








toss a, a ip S : 


zs . 
sat Th YRbot And na aca’ bashoyf sft otnt 7 | be bce y nd be 
43 .o #om gniiftiy winumenos gatos) mmtiin « id yoo reborn his | 
aust od3 % bas seuod od7 nt doad meinesinnahiati: sbom 


* ? 





hs] 


_ ayenriduo) ovrak 
noH mond ood toyol bIO-eds sieved “‘seaHt dose) OFel ak. i” 
Lt ely ererrt coped. oes. Segui ee 2 vent bowsvoA norte BER [ al. SIO 










































3 700 butsl 0 995719 ft at qoyo tt pees “a aal “910K 19q ¢ AG eo) hive ae 
rv whole bask to salsq Sasi, were a Bid wit \o assy 5d%, pahwb only be 
10% Ovi cet meadow, basal ASAt alms menad An jisl annus ;“) 
5 peer vyqe wor Lie hance QU Ai Grete (BRET) grr jasq edt, 38 
{ sorluht. DIC 3 nates en-to viermat oddtir nente daa 9 At wi Ole al 
i] of gimyod ew Jk” shel o2 obetue ones S31 bios eau) 
. ‘EHH Ge, 2h hee nol). tthe: 3697 cee ser wey 
: ' re Teel) Hye FTTES sitit fo SIOR Tay Boek ont 
ik Sor] il DORKS BN yiakott yi) bleavw 
; ; y ott nob .EORT sO. 
7 ad-ono bow svlsert 1) thhow se 
5 1A Tore teq C8 Tg 
| 1.18 yal bohow 
EDS [Z is) ora wyy Mee 1Ih3 & S 
borer, “YEse CO . yyinsqinJ Tyee eal , 
‘od >} 8 S¥REDe ae 
lqva otal + aaoo isin 
A iqensy odd sent sed gon 
} soit $63 ni ecctasyont lé 4g BARGER 
| 2 tol etsy dese see gee 
” Ay sit4aue. bas tsdesa Db seo 
af 5 inant oA} 4771s yiinedport iw 
: ! Fi iaill Svise Gi Sit boils Ow 
sacney » to wiewies 2Omis grnasanon” 
2c) aa } Beer low Sno byrliooy 12039 
traystaean sno oF entbiosAl 
AD ot toverar 680% & Asue 
4 5 JeOen ott vias. stint eat 
7 — i esildew sl . thoq view od? ion ibe 
al : x Maocet! SISISHDUM 10 VIG 4 316 VILIIninOs i 
li P oie ise t et 1 PRO toy ear "7 Be 
; Lond bond es drow ram eetoysa to ra: ae 
oiiehec? ia vi Yr lenine? awe 4903 * vad of olds gia 
. ms od orlt Pthw eho Vibeey «oa OLE seleonst t yloriay Self ‘a. 
. . . nit enslave: Dwo salt wi oan en ew ee 
srs wurst To ydeuen sonal 6 seeped oe ISAT 
; bug estdereeiy aft to sre yrds TE Speed dou to fo 


wohl ebarcl® ; ia 
: viances) Leshoel a) et ae # 
‘ deal A adel © 
‘ S ait cant 
thet roll Moet 
Asdame anne 
moh faves 4 Isbna) babi Wi 8 i 


sie 
‘ oa 7 




















them requires a lot of help. By engaging in this type of farming work is found for 
the entire family. Sometimes the girls swell their meager earnings by doing one or 
two days of housework per-week in the nearby city or its suburbs. 


On the whole the farmers of the community are prosperous and thrifty. The 
oldest farm houses are usually made of stone and a few of the more recently built 
ones are of wood but by far the majority are of brick. All of them, however, are 
quite spacious, some of them being more spacious than convenient until the owner 
remodels them. The large commodious bank barns keep pace with the houses. They 
were made to store lots of hay and grain which was used to feed the cows and hors 
Tractors have now replaced horses but the number of cows has been greatly increas: 
so the big barns are still filled to overflowing every year to provide winter feed for th 
dairy cattle. 
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There is no organized cooperative within the community but some of the farmers 
buy their feeds through The Eastern States, a large cooperative with a store in 
Lancaster and a distributing center at West Willow. Along with the truck farming 
and dairying that the farmers do they also raise small grains such as wheat, oats, and 
- barley, various kinds of grasses such as timothy, clover, and alfalfa beside a lot of corn. 
Most of these are used to feed the cattle and chickens. Some potatoes are grown but 
most of them are used for home consumption or sold on the local markets. Tobacco, 
too, is raised on many of the farms. In recent years many farmers have been raising 
three to six acres of tomatoes for canneries. Up until recent years the farmers 
managed to get their work done by helping each other during busy seasons. The recent 
shortage of workers and the increasing acreage of tomatoes made the harvest season a 
time of hardship for many of the farmers, and in 1947 for the first time in the history 
of our community, laborers were brought in from the outside. The cannerie s bring 
men in from Puerto Rico to help harvest tomatoes or any other crops Siich need 
‘harvesting at that time. 


SCHOOLS 


The “Little Red Schoolhouse” which was built in 1879 served the eastern area 
of the community until the 1949 - 1950 school term. That fall its doors remained closed 
because the building had been condemned. The children were taken by bus to the 
other one room school houses in the township which were still in operation. 


The school house accommodated from 20 to 25 pupils and had all eight grades. 
The number of children attending the school sometimes went above the maximum 
number and occasionally fell below the minimum but usually it remained more or less 
constant. The Be had stood without change except for necessary repairs for years 
until the summer of 1948 when electric lights were installed. The other one room 
schools are serving the township well enough so that psn is little agitation to consol 
date them. The biggest need within the township is for a high sc hool. Some children 
go to a high school in another township if they can fle transportation but by far too 
many children never go any higher than the eighth grade and fewer yet go on to college. 


RELIGION 


The Byerland and River Corner churches which were built in the last century 
are still being used. River Corner is still large enough but Byerland is now crowded. 
New Danville soon outgrew the house which had been built in 1878. A new and 
spacious building was built in 1907.14 The architecture of the building is similar to 
that of other Mennonite churches of the East which were built approximately the 
same time. It is the largest and most modern of the three churches. 


Cornerstone on New Danville. 
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While the Byerland church house was not rebuilt the church lot was enlarged. 
Instead of the original one acre it now amounts to almost two acres.” A lot of this new 
land has been added to the cemetery and some is used as parking space for the cars. 
Cemetery lots at Byerland are never sold. They are given away.’* There is a special 
fund for the upkeep of the church and grounds; this also takes care of the cemetery. 

About 1905, a stone wall with an iron fence above it was built around the north 
side of the cemetery.!* Since the north side of the church property was a rather high 
bank exposed to the weather, a wall was necessary to keep it from washing away. This 
same wall was then continued around the north and west sides of the church property. 
Although the wall barely rises above the surface of the churchyard the old iron fence 
on top of it combined wth the deep red brick and the white shutters of the church in 
the shade of the many maple trees forms such a lovely spot that one’s heart cries 
out with that of the poet, “No spot is so dear to my childhood.” 

-Byerland was the first of the three churches to have an evening service. No one is 
quite certain which year it began but it was probably 1909 or 1910.'° Before evening 
services could be held, lights had to be put into the church. The kerosene lights, just 
like the one seen in the picture (Fig. 25) were donated by various members who were 
anxious to have the evening service. One large chandelier containing several lights was 
given by the congregation of the Millersville Mennonite Church because they had just 
gotten new lights.!° This important fixture hung from the ceiling in the middle of the 
church. The other lights were fastened to the window frames. After the lights were 
installed evening services began. The late Brother Jacob Thomas preached the first 
evening sermon using for his theme, “The Prodigal Son.”!* From this time until 1941, 
evening services were held at Byerland every four weeks. 

Revival meetings were first held in this circuit in 1909. The first series o 
revival meetings was held at River Corner in 1909 in charge of Brother I. B. Good. 
At this time, 43 people publicly confessed Christ as their saviour. New Danville 
followed in 1910 and Byerland in 1911. Brother John B. Senger from Kinzer held 
Byerland’s first revival meetings. These three churches still alternate with their revival 
services but revivals have been held in the circuit every year since 1909.*° 

Originally the heating system of Byerland consisted of an old fashioned stove 
which stood near the middle of the church. This was replaced by a furnace in 1924 
which is in use today.!% 

In 1928, the faithful kerosene lamps gave way to electric lights. At this date 
electricity had not yet come into the community and the electricity was supplied by 
an electric plant.?° Electric lines were soon built into the community and since the 
electric plant was not entirely satisfactory the church after a few years discarded it. 
Today the church buys its electricity from the Pennsylvania Power and Light Company. 


The members of our congregation had been interested in missions for some time. 
One of our sisters went to work at the Columbia Mission and some of our members 
sometimes visited her and the mission. However, it was not until 1928 that a mission 
near Rawlinsville was begun and our churches took over the responsibility for it. 
Abraham Huber located the church, which belonged to the United Presbyterians, and 
with his urging, John W. Weaver, an active mission worker, began preaching there. 
The ministers from the Byerland, River Corner and New Danville districts soon took 
up the responsibility of holding the preaching services. 
22Miartin Mylin. 
13John B. Harnish. 

Martin Mylin. 
ibid. 

Mf. F, Campbell. 
WHoward Eshleman. 
John B. Harnish. 
Church Records. 
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Henry Hess accepted the responsibility of Sunday School Superintendent with 
H. Elvin Herr as Assistant Superintendent. The late Abraham Hess went there and 
helped with the Sunday School work. His son Amos is now a worker there. One of 
Byerland’s members, John Miller, a great grandson of Reverend Martin Miller was 
ordained in 1945 to be their minister. At first, Sunday School was held every two weeks 
in the afternoon but now it is held every Sunday morning. Evening services were 
begun Easter Sunday of 1938 and held every four weeks until 1941, Since then they 
are held every cight weeks alternating with the other three churches in the circuit. 
Just at present the attendance is remaining about the same. In 1946, work was started 
on a new church building but because of many delays the building could not be dedi- 
cated until the summer of 1948. A young peoples meeting was started at this time and 
all who are regular attendants at Sunday School are allowed to become members.2! 


The order of Sunday School had not been changed from the time it started until 
August 4, 1935. At which time the afternoon Sunday School was discontinued and 
Byerland had Sunday: School every two weeks in the morning.** This arrangement 
was not too satisfactory. Crowded conditions at Byerland and New Danville were 
constantly becoming more acute. Since the crowded conditions were due to Byerland’s 
people going to New Danville and New Danville’s people going to Byerland on the 
Sunday they had no services at their home church, it was decided to have Sunday School 
at each church each Sunday. Some people did not like this arrangement very well 
because if they attended their home Sunday School every Sunday they had to miss 
church services. The requests for more evening services were increasing. Byerland had 
evening services for a number of years and Rawlinsville had them since April, of 1938. 
In the summer of 1941 it was decided to begin evening services at each church. River 
Corner’s first evening service was held on August 24, 1941, and New Danville’s on 
September 21, 1941. The three churches and Rawlinsville alternate with evening 
services and evening services are held only every other Sunday evening. With this 
arrangement, evening services are now held every eight weeks in each church.2? At 
present, Byerland has Sunday School every Sunday morning but preaching services 
only every other Sunday and evening services every eight weeks. To an outsider | oking 
on this might seem like a very unsatisfactory arrangement, but when one remembers 
that for about two hundred years these churches had taken turns having their services 
which were often attended by the same people and served by the same ministers then 
one can easily see why the process of separation is painful and must be very slow. 
Everyone realizes the situation but it is hard to give up this close fellowship. We cling 
tenaciously to the last vestiges of this fellowship choosing to have overcrowded churches 
on certain occasions rather than to give it up. 


The members of the churches choose to have evening services every two weeks 
instead of every week so that sometimes they would have a free Sunday evening in 
which they could visit other churches which in this day of rapid transit are close even 
though they are fifteen or twenty miles away. 


Because of the arrangement of Sunday evening services a very interesting and 
inspiring type of service has begun in the Byerland Community. In recent years the 
singing at Byerland had grown worse and worse. Not many people knew much, if 
anything, about music. Some young men who were interested in singing wanted to do 
something about this situation. Fortunately our minister can sing and although he is 
no trained music teacher he offered to help this group of young men all he could. For 
one winter the group, which soon included some young women who too were interested, 
met in various homes and learned to sing many songs in the Church and Sunday School 
Hymnal and Life Songs No. 2, the two song books used in our worship service. This 
experience proved so profitable that ever since then an ever-increasing group of young 
21Mrs. Elvin Herr. 

*2John B. Harnish. 


*3James Hess—Records. 
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married couples, with their children, as w ee as a few young people and older folks, have 
been meeting once a month in each other's homes for an evening of song. A special! 
service of songs and a story is always held pats the children. There is alw ays singing 
by the group as well as singing by a group of men or of women. It is in these friendly 
little informal groups that many an adolescent is asked to lead his first song in public. 
With a joy that refuses to be hidden even though his knees shake visibly and his voice 
is scarcely more than a whisper, he makes the attempt. Does he fail? No, how could he 
with our minister sitting there near him not letting him down in this welcome but nerve 
wracking experience. These efforts have not been in vain because the singing at Byer- 
land has improved. 


For quite some time the young people at Byerland were complaining that they had 
nothing to do, so early in 1948, The True Light Band was organized. This group of 
young people visits the houses of shut-ins, aged, and sick bringing to them a message in 
song and a short talk on some portion of scripture. They also distribute The Way once 
a month in their assigned area in the city of Lancaster. In the spring of 1948, our 
Sunday School children were given missionary boxes and quarters for the first time. 
The entire Sunday School took up a missionary project of raising one acre of tomatoes. 
Both the boxes and the project were a great success and plans were made to continue 
this work. At this writing a Young Peoples Meeting is being organized and every one 
is looking forward to the first meeting. 

The churches in our circuit lagged far behind in establishing a Summer Bible 
School. Perhaps because none of the church houses were adequate ly equipped to hold 
one. The New Danville Church was remodeled and Sunday School rooms were made 
in the basement. In the following summer, 1948, our first Summer Bible School was 
held with an overwhelming success. The peak attendance was about 327. About 100 
of these were adults and the rest were children of high school age and under. Plans 
were made to have successive Summer Bible Schools. 


The girls and young women organized a Junior Sewing Circle in November of 
1948. Since then they have been meeting. once a month and have had an attendence 
or from.25" to '30each *time.** 


The Sunday School supplies and the upkeep of the church are paid for from a 
trust fund established for such purposes. In 1936, Martin Good gave $10,000 in trust 
for Byerland, and Isaac Harnish willed $1,000 more to the church in 1948.25 26 Our 
expenses are rarely above the interest yielded by these two and a previously mentioned 
fund. Since we did not need to raise funds for church expenses we at Byerland rarely 
had a collection except once per quarter and this was given to the General Mission 
fund. Many of the members felt that the quarterly collection occurred so rarely, and 
the need seemed so impersonal and far away that it was decided by the congregation in 
general that we should have collections every Sunday morning for specific needs which 
would be presented to the congregation at the time of the collection. This type of 
collection was started in the fall of 1948 and has proven quite satisfactory. In the 
last year many of these collections have gone into the building fund to enlarge the 
present church building. 


The appearance of the church yard has changed in this last decade. It has lost 
some of its old fashioned look since the carriage shed was taken aw ay. This familiar 
cid land mark could not withstand the rigors of one of the summer storms in 1942 
and part of it blew down when the storm struck.2* The building had long been in 
need of extensive repair but when part of it was blown down and since it no longer 


*4Maris W. Hess. 
*Jsaac Harnish—Will (copy). 
Martin Good—Will (copy). 
“Christ Harnish. 
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served a useful purpose the upkeep committee decided to tear it down and build 
another but smaller shed in which the equipment for the upkeep of the grounds could 
be kept. : 
Within the last decade there was a lot of agitation for a parochial school. On 
September 4, 1940, a school was opened in an old tin-smith shop in Willow Street. 
All eight grades were taught to the twenty-three pupils who attended. This school 
grew rapidly and a new brick building was erected near the New Danville Church to 
, take its place. The new school was opened in September, 1944. Today there are 98 
pupils and three teachers. Grades one to ten are taught.*® 


MINISTERIAL Bopy 


_Abraham Herr, one of the ministers in the circuit had been ordained Bishop in 
1899 to serve the Lancaster district. This district included not only the Byerland, 
River Corner and New Danville churches but also Lancaster, Millersville, Mountville, 
Habeckers and Rohrerstown besides the mission stations which were being organized in 
various parts of the district. He held this office until his death in 1925. From 1918 to 
1920 he was assisted by Brother John K. Charles. In 1921, Brother Daniel Lehman was 
ordained as assistant to Bishop Herr. For a short period the district was left without 
a bishop until the ordination of Brother John Mosemann in 1926. The Bishop’s work 
in this district had increased with the growth of the membership and the Lancaster 
Conference decided to divide the district in half. Millersville, Habeckers, Mountville, 
Rohrerstown and their missions were in the district served by Brother Christian Lehman 
and Brother John Mosemann served Lancaster and its mission stations, as well as Rawlins- 
| ville, Byerland, River Corner and New Danville. The number of mission stations in 
and near Lancaster grew rapidly and the work of the Bishop became incre ee 
heavy.-? As John Mosemann grew older he needed help and D. Stoner Krady was 
ordained in 1937 to fill this need. Brother Mosemann’s death in August of Loss S left 
Stoner Krady to carry this heavy load alone. As the church kept growing, Brether 
Krady’s responsibility g grew until he felt that he was not able to serve so many people 
if he was to adequately perform his duties. With the permission of Conference it was 
: decided to ordain a Bishop from the Byerland circuit. The ordination service was helc 
at New Danville on January 29, 1947, and Brother Henry Nauman was ordai ned a 
Bishop. He is still serving in this capacity.%° 











bere 


74 


Brother John B. Harnish who had been serving as minister since 1865, passed on 
to his reward in May, 1907. The ministerial work in the district was now carried on 
by the Brethren Jacob Thomas, Aaron Harnish and Abraham Herr when his duties as a 
Bishop did not call him away. Jacob Thomas, a member of the Byerland congregation, 
was ordained minister in September, 1899 out of a class of thirteen candidates. Aaron 
Harnish, who also was a member of the Byerland congregation, was ordained to the 
ministry on September 8, 1904. As Bishop Herr grew older the ministers, Brethren 
Thomas and Harnish, felt that they needed someone to help them with their work of 
shepherding the flock at three churches. On January 11, 1923, Brother Maris W. Hess, 
of the Byerland congregation was ordained minister to help them in their work. When 
Brethren Thomas and Harnish grew older, Brother James Hess of the Byerland congre- 
gation was ordained to help with the ministerial work on June 28, 1934. On June 23, 
1938, Brother Henry Nauman was ordained to the ministry. Shortly after this ordina- 
tion, both Brother Harnish and Brother Thomas passed on to their reward. Brother 
Harnish died October 17, 1938, at the age of 82 years. Brother Thomas lived a year 
longer, dying on December 17, 1939, at 90 years of age. 


Frank Enck. 
2%Ira D. Landis. 
OM. F. Campbell. 
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great grandson of Brother Martin Miller was ordained to the ministry to serve at the 
Rawlinsville Church. Because of the changes in the order and frequency of the church 
services due to the growing congregations and the work at Rawlinsville, another 
minister was needed in order to adequately carry on the work of the church. On 
December 1, 1948, Brother David N. Thomas of the New Danville congregation and 
a grandson of the late Brother Jacob Thomas was ordained a minister to fill this need.34 
Mylin Shenk was ordained to the ministry on June 23, 1949 to serve the congregation 
“ at River Corner. 


On the death of Deacon Samuel Shank in 1906, Brother Jacob Charles was 
ordained to take his place but after serving only a short time he became ill and resigned 
his charge. Brother Harry L. Herr was then ordained to serve as deacon of the Byer- 
land district. He held this office and performed his work faithfully until his death 
in March, 1939.°4 \ 


Brother Herr will long be remembered by many members of the three congre- 

gations for his interest in singing and the several Singing Schools he conducted so that 
. the young folks of the congregations would be taught the rudiments of music. 

Shortly before the death of Deacon Herr his son, H. Elvin Herr was ordained 
deacon on June 25, 1938 to help him in his work.?* By now the three churches with 
their increasing number of members and activities plus the mission station at Rawlins- 
ville made quite a heavy load of work to be carried by only one deacon so with the 
consent of Conference, two more men were chosen as deacons. In 1941, Brother Howard 
M. Eshleman of the Byerland congregation and Brother Elias Groff of the New Danville 
congregation were ordained déacons.** Deacon Elvin Herr now serves the Rawlinsville 
congregation, Deacon Elias Groff the New Danville congregation, and Deacon Howard 
Eshleman the River Corner and Byerland congregations. 


On June 6, 1945, Brother John Miller of the Byerland congregation and a 
j 
t 
{ 








Since Brother David Thomas was ordained to the ministry it has been arranged 
that Brother Thomas and Brother James Hess have charge of the New Danville congre- 
gation, Brother Henry Nauman and Mylin Shenk of the River Corner congregation, 
and Brother Maris W. Hess of the Byerland congregation, however, Brother Nauman, 
Brother James Hess, and Brother Maris Hess will continue taking their turns in 
preaching at the other congregations as they had previously been doing.*” 








: Surely the little flock at Byerland can feel fortunate in having a shepherd such 
: as Brother Maris. In his early ministry some may have accused him of having too 
much idealism but with the maturity and the wisdom which the passing years and 
experiences have given him all the ism has gone and there remains only the ideal --- an 
ideal given him by God which inspires him to give his life, his all for the well-being 


of his flock and the glory of God. 


THE Otp Loc CHURCH 


The original Byerland Church was built on an acre of land on the farm now owned 
by Rev. James Hess. See Fig. 13 for the location of this house, the cldest known 
Mennonite church in the United States which is still standing. This small house of 
worship was used until 1848 when another building made of stone was erected on the 
present church property. 


What happened to the Old Log Church after the new one was opened is another 
one of those things that is a part of the great silence of the past. We do not know when 
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| SJohn B. Harnish—Records. 
82Mrs. M. F. Campbell. 
| 33Mrs. Elvin Herr. 
34Howard Eshleman. 
Maris W. Hess. 
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it was moved nor how it was: moved, but are told that a man by the name of Lines 
bought the property now owned by Ch arles Rineer and moved this log church on it 
and lived in it until he could build himself a house.?® 


For many years some members of the Byerland congregation knew that the old 
Byerland Church was still standing and that it was used as a washhouse by the Rineer 
family who lived in Linestown. However, since the people of the community were not 
historically minded no effort was made to identify and preserve this historical building 
until J. Wilbur Eshleman brought it to public notice in an article which he wrote for 
the Lancaster County Historical Society in 1945.3" Since then there has been constant 
agitation by various peoples and groups to have this old building preserved. No definite 
steps were taken until 1949. 


Historically this Old Log “ontteas belonged to the Byerland congregation. Some 
members were interested in preserving it but always there was the question of sufficient 
funds. Could the church afford to replace this old building with a new one? While we 
were waiting and wondering just what our next move should be, Mr. Rineer decided 
that this old building no longer filled his need, and offered to give it back to the church 
if we were willing to move it off his property. We will always ‘be grateful to Mr. Rineer 
for this generous offer. 


Within a few days after this offer several of the men of the Byerland congregation 
met on August 30, 1949, and moved this prized building to a nearby meadow. Here 
fectoad for a few weeks until the fall farm work was Anished. Then on Ces 
10, 1949, after securely bracing this weather worn building it was moved back to th 
original farm on which it had first stood but not to the original site. It now stands on 
a little plot of ground diagonally opposite the present church building. 


Work was immediately started on the old church to restore it as nearly like the 
original as possible, but had to be suspended due to the onset of. winter weather. As 
soon as the weather permits, work to restore and preserve this church will be resumed. 
(See Figs. 28 and 29.) 


Charles Rineer. 
87J, Wilbur Eshleman. 


SUMMARY 


Out of the silent past of a wilderness once inhabited by Indians we have watched 
a small community develop and grow. We have seen the Indians unwil ingly give up 
pleasant and plentiful hunting ground to a group of white people. We have watched 
‘a small Mennonite community grow up, and seen the church develop within it. We 
have watched the progress of education. We have seen other peoples move in. We have 
watched the beginnings and failures of industries other cb farming. At the same 
time we have seen the slow steady advance in farming so that today the Byerland 
Community remains essentially a farming community. 


Throughout this paper I have tried to give a picture of two farms near the center 
of this community from the time of their original purchase down to the present time, 
but the picture perhaps does not show continuity since it has been divided into four 
periods of time. For this reason 1 am now going to give a very brief outline of these 
two farms. 

THE Hooper Farm 


The original purchaser was Widow (Jacob) Hoober, in 1736. This same year she 
sold the entire 110 acres to her son John at the same price she paid for it, ten pounds 
and ten shilling plus a quit-rent of ae lf penny per acre. In 1785, John sold 
105 acres to one of his sons, Abraham Huber (from this time on the name was consis- 
tently spelled Huber), for eight hundred ate nds. The next owner was preacher John 
Huber. His son, John (Big John), and his grandson John (John Huber, Sr.) succeeded 
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him as owners. This farm stayed in the family of the original Huber’s until 1916 when 
John Huber, Sr. sold it to John Harnish. In 1938, Elmer Klaus bought this farm. At 
present he is living on the place and farming it. 


THE Borer FARM 


Hans Boyer bought his farm of 210 acres in the fall of 1736 for twenty-one pounds. 
He sold it to his son Samuel in 1748 for three hundred and sixty pounds. In 1769, 
Samuel sold one hundred ninety-five acres to Abraham Hess, who apparently was his 
son-in-law, for nine hundred fifty pounds. Abraham kept the farm only one year and 
then sold it to someone outside the family by the name of Jacob Smith. Jacob kept 
this farm until 1805 and then sold 72 acres to Christian Smith for one thousand pounds, 
fifteen shilling, and sixpence. This is the time that the farm was divided. Another 
member of the Smith family bought the other part. Christian kept the farm only 
six years and in 1811 sold it to John Baer for the same price. After five years, John 
sold it to Benjamin Bear in 1816 for two hundred seventy-five pounds, three shilling 
and sixpence. Benjamin carried on the tanning business as well as the farming until 
1860 when he sold the entire establishment or a total of 113 acres, to John Bear (Barr) 
in 1860 for $12,650.40. In 1888, John sold the entire 113 acres to his son Henry for 
$19,000. Henry owned the farm until 1910 when it again was sold to another family. 
Jacob Herr bought it in 1910 for $14,690. After Jacob’s death in 1938, James Hess, 
one of the ministers of the church, bought the farm for $8,390.25. He is the present 
owner-farmer. 

It is impossible to give actual values per acre for this land since the early prices 
are given in pounds. At that time there was no dollar. However, if one takes the 
formula: one pound == $4.80 one can get an idea of the cost of the land then and 
now. The price began at approximately $.50 per acre, went up to about $177 per acre 
in 1910 and by 1938 dropped back to $74.25. 


Almost everyone is curious to know who our bishops, ministers, and deacons were 
in the early days of the American Mennonite church. So very few records are available 
that to date no one has been able to determine this with certainty. Certain deeds reter 
to some men and call them trustees. I shall give a list of bishops, ministers, and deacons 
‘which to the best of my knowledge is accurate. 


Bishops which have served in the Byerland circuit. 





Bishop Ordination Death 
Hans Burkholder lef 7, 1744 
Jacob Hostetter 176} 
Martin Boehm 1759 (2) a 
Benjamin Hershey 1777 1789 

(only an adviser) | 
Benjamin Hershey ath L78.2(2) 1812 
Jacob Brubaker 1783 1831 
John Brubaker 1831 1842 
Henry Shenk 1843 1865 
Joseph Burkholder 1846 1875 
Jacob K. Brubaker 1875 1879 
Amos Shenk . 1879 1891 
Abraham Herr 1899 1925 
John K. Charles 1918 1920 
Daniel Lehman 1921 1925 
John H. Mosemann 1926 1938 
D. Stoner Krady 1937 
Henry Nauman 1947 


{ 50 } 
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go back to the beginning of the settlement but it is accurate as far as it goes. One 
thing must be remembered; some of the bishops served the Byerland circuit as minister 
before their ordination to the higher office. I do not know which of the men so served 


' 
The list of ministers and deacons which follows is not complete since it does not 
| Byerland, but Martin Boehm and Abraham Herr are two who did so. 


From an old deed, of 1755, D-408, we read, “Charles Christopher and Jacob Beam, 
two of the elders of the Menninist congregation,” and again in the year 1848 in deed 
H-7-156, we find this statement, “Jacob Breneman and Henry Curley trustees of the 
Mennonist congregation.’ Another deed, A-9-54 refers to the same Jacob Breneman 
and Henry Curly ‘but calls them elders. It is impossible to be certain just what office 
these men did fill whether it was bishop, minister, or deacon, so I am not assigning 
any office to them. I mention them because we know they filled one of the ministerial] 
ofhces and they fill a gap which I am unable to fill in any other way. 





Ministers and deacons which have served the Byerland circuit. 














Minister Born Ordained Died 
John Huber 1791 gi ciplaaa 1861 
Martin Miller 1 1798 1858 1880 
John B. Harnish 1828 1865 1907 
Jacob Thomas 1849 1899 1939 
Aaron B. Harnish 1856 1904 1938 
*Maris W. Hess 1892 1923 
*James Hess 1911 1934 
*Henry Nauman (Bishop) 1910 1938 
*John Miller 1923 1945 
*David Thomas 1919 1948 
*Mylin Shenk 1911 1949 
Deacon 
David Hess 1806 — 1896 
Samuel Shank 1829 1882 1904 
Jacob Charles 1847 1904 1940 
Harry L. Herr 1869 1906 1939 
pe *H. Elvin Herr 1899 1938 
| ~*Howard Eshleman 1893 1941 
*Flias Groff 1906 1941 


*Still serving. 


Our community too, has felt the effects of the times in having smaller sized 
families. In the early days, eight children seem to have constituted the average family 
but today the average Mennonite family consists of four or five children. The death 
rate too has changed. In the early years, many infants and children died, whereas now 
very few of this age die. Formerly there had been quite a few Pas of people in early 
maturity especially women, but now death at this age is rare. Today there seems to 
be a lower death rate among the very old people than in Ave earlier days, but an 
increased rate in the death of the fifty to sixty year group. 


The age of marriage was variable then as well as today. On the whole the men 
were older and the girls younger when they married than they are today. Then the 
men were often about thirty years and the girls seventeen to twenty years. Today the 
tendency is for both to be near the same age and to marry in the early twenties 
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